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Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The 2006-07 budget Romulus officials are 
currently discussing calls for eliminating sev¬ 
eral vacant positions and using non-general 
fund dollars to pay a portion of several key 
employees’ salaries. 

The budget - which at $22 million is slight¬ 
ly decreased from the current fiscal year bud¬ 
get - calls for either permanently or tem¬ 
porarily suspending the positions of building 
inspector, firefighter, public relations special¬ 
ist police officer, police sergeant, and dis¬ 
patcher, along with co-op positions in the city 
clerk and city treasurer’s offices, to balance 
the books. 

Also, some economic development and 
finance staffers will have portions of their 
salaries paid using Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) dollars and Tax Increment 
Financing Authority (TIFA) funds. 

Mayor Alan Lambert said having the DDA 
and TIFA accounts pick up part of an offi¬ 
cial’s salary is one thing that can be done to 
lessen pressure on the overall budget, if the 
official works closely with those entities. 


“The administration has had to be cre¬ 
ative to find solutions,” he said. “It’s one of 
the things we need to do.” 

Fiscally, the Romulus is fairing better than 
surrounding municipalities, said Finance 
Director Debbie Hoffman. 

“We hear of huge deficits and cuts made 
by other cities, and we’re lucky in times like 
these that we have a large industrial base,” 
she said. “That has really made a difference.” 

Still, the city, based on current projections, 
will have a fund balance of only $178,652. 

Councilman William Crova was not 
pleased with the amount and commented. 
“We need more.” In the beginning of the fis¬ 
cal year, which in on July 1, 2006, the fund 
balance is projected to be about $1.6 million. 

Health care and pension costs - which 
have been the rise for about five years - are 
at least partly to blame for the draining funds. 
Hoffman said the city is encouraging bargain¬ 
ing units that represent the interest of city 
workers to consider higher prescription drug 
co-pays, and that one unit has already agreed 
to go with that plan. 

All of the city union contracts are either 
being negotiated or are slated for binding 


arbitration this year 

Individual departmental costs have been 
reduced as part of the budget The general 
government worker’s budget has been 
reduced by $7,978,051 to $7,755,336, which is a 
reduction of about 2.79 percent. The 
$12,311,531 public safety budget was reduced 
to $11,831,425 for 2006-07, a reduction of 
about 3.9 percent. Public workers was 
reduced by 49 percent from $626,679 in 2005- 
06 to $595,491. 

Recreation was the only budget that 
increased: Flinds expended last year were 
$990,073, versus $1,014,790. That increase is 
in part due to the fact that the city expects to 
begin operating the municipal recreation 
center sometime in 2006. 

Joint budget meetings have taken place 
the past few Mondays so administrators and 
the council members could consider expen¬ 
ditures and revenue. A public hearing is 
scheduled at city hall on May 1 to solicit input 
from residents. City hall is located at 11111 
Wayne Road. 

Once the budget is finalized, the city will 
file it with the state by June 30, in accordance 
with state law. 



Around the world 

Students at Romulus Elementary School went on tour of the world without ever leaving their class¬ 
room recently when they made exhibits for the annual “International Night.” The exhibits students 
created profiled countries from Italy all the way to Kenya and beyond. As part of the exhibits, stu¬ 
dents included photographs and useful information about local religions and customs, industries, 
languages and landmarks specific to a given country. Here (first row), Jade Valez and Rachel Soard 
show off their work, along with (second row) Shawn Dickson, first grade teacher Debbie Collins, 
Kenyoti Collins and Amy Soard. 


Commission seeks buyers for names 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 

For the right price, the name 
on part of a Romulus building 
could be yours. 

The Romulus Historical 
Society, seeking to generate 
money to pay for repairs and 
refurbishment to the Peter Bird 
House at 12055 Wayne Road, is 
selling naming rights to areas of 
the building. 

The house, which is one of the 
oldest in the city, is an Italian- 
style villa owned by the city. The 


home was built by Peter Bird and 
his wife, Mary Jane Morris, in 
1878. The family raised six chil¬ 
dren in the home, but sometime 
after Bird died in 1912, it was 
donated to the city. 

In a letter to the city council, 
Historical Museum Director 
Pearl Varner said naming a foyer 
or a room after a business or per¬ 
son willing to make a large dona¬ 
tion may be the only way to raise 
money for the repairs. 

“Federal Block Grant money 
has helped restore several of the 
historic structures in the park, 


but that will not be available to 
us for the next 10 years,” she 
said. 

During the past 20 years, nam¬ 
ing rights have equaled dona¬ 
tions for non-profit groups and 
corporations. Office buildings 
that once never displayed a 
name, or had a generic name, 
now solicit companies renting 
space to pay additional dollars to 
place their name on the exterior 
of the structure. Bigger struc¬ 
tures - like Comerica Park in 

See Bird house, page 3 


4 seek 2 
school 
board seats 

Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Voters at the school election 
next Tuesday are deciding two 
issues this year: whether two 
incumbents, two challengers or 
a combination will fill two open 
school board seats. 

City Clerk Linda Choate said 
the turnout for the school elec¬ 
tion is expected to be low, and 
that every vote cast counts. 

“Last year, only about 1.000 
people came out to vote, and we 
have about 15-16,000 registered 
voters in the city,” she said. I 
think the turnout has been a lit¬ 
tle lower than usual because 
people are still used to voting in 
June - last year was the first 
time we had the election in 
May.” 

Elections moved from June to 
May because of a consolidated 
elections law enacted by the 
state legislature in 2004 The law 
was put into place to save 
money. 

This year, there are no pro¬ 
posals in the ballot but two four- 
year school board seats are 
open: Incumbents Celeste 
Roscoe and Ken Meinkiewicz 
will face off with challengers 
Danielle Funderburg and 

See Election, page 3 
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Supervisor offers ‘State of the Township’ message 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Last year was filled with chal¬ 
lenges and opportunities, but also 
continued transition toward a pop¬ 
ulated, diverse and urban commu¬ 
nity for Van Buren Township 
according to Supervisor Cindy 
King.. 

“We are witnessing land use 
trends which reflect the achieve¬ 
ment of the American Dream by 
moving out and away from large 
urban centers to small communi¬ 
ties such as Van Buren,” she said 
during her State of the Township 
address last week. “In the last 30 
years we’ve increased in popula¬ 
tion roughly 54 percent We’re a 
growing community.” 

King addressed the triumphs 
and hardships of the past year dur¬ 
ing her annual report She said 
some of the major accomplish¬ 
ments of the year were the cre¬ 


ation of the police traffic unit the 
groundbreaking of a fire station 
and the implementation of an 
information technology plaa 

“The new traffic unit was a 
result of the residents expressing 
concern about road safety,” said 
King. “It’s the best option for 
improving safety along our busy, 
crowded thoroughfares, which is 
needed and wanted. 

‘The fire station is being built 
to enhance fire safety services 
without an increase in taxes to do 
so,” she added. “The Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) is 
financing the cost of it with a 22 
year bond. Also, another first was 
the technology plan to determine 
the areas where cost savings and 
efficiencies can be achieved.” 

Other major projects to come 
out of2005 include the refinancing 
of the bond on township hall, a 
new telephone system, the cre¬ 
ation of the youth authority and 


-55- 

In the last 30 years 
we’ve increased in 
population roughly 
54 percent. We’re a 
growing community. 

Supervisor Cindy King 


continued work on the capital 
improvement plaa Also, the first 
Habitat for Humanity house in the 
township, hosting the first-ever 
Western Wayne County Senior 
Olympics and the start of several 
park projects with the funds from 
the $2 million giant from Wayne 
County. 

“The end result of those grant 
funded projects we’ll take into 
2007 to finish,” said King. “Ones 
that were completed were the 
senior activity garden in Quirk 


Park and improvements at Van 
Buren and French Landing 
parks.” 

Finances were a concern and 
will continue into this year and 
beyond, King said. 

“I’d like to think the financial 
situation in the State of Michigan 
is short lived, but you just don’t 
know,” she said. “We’re experienc¬ 
ing a greater reliance on the land¬ 
fill fund to continue routine and 
municipal services.” 

In 2005, about 30 percent of the 
general fund revenue came from 
the landfill fund, but it’s not a sus¬ 
tainable long-term resource, King 
said. 

Fbr now, the township board of 
trustees is not seeking additional 
voter-supported millage to fund 
any level of municipal service, but 
it is something they may revisit if 
economic conditions warrant 

Development continues to be 
the number one issue facing the 


township, King said. 

“It places demand on providing 
services,” she said. “We’ve also 
seen several residential projects 
start and new businesses. Last 
year we issued many permits, i 
which is down from previous I 
years, but we still did a lot of work 
in 2005.” 

This year and beyond, residents 
will see new and old projects move j 
forward. They will include the 
building of the $16 million equal¬ 
ization basin and fire station one, 
the completion of the 42-acre land 
purchase for the township, 
increased police presence and a 
lower number of housing permits. 

Work will also continue on the 
south side master plan, the tri- 
community district library plans 
and the oversight of finances, 
according to King. 

“Revenue is not likely to grow. 
Hopefully we can meet our budget 
projection,” she said. 


Hind reimbursement OK’d for wet weather basin project 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees approved a 
bond reimbursement and intent 
to issue sanitary sewer system 
improvement bonds last week for 
the $16 million wet weather 
equalization basin project 

According to Patti Duha, r 
director of water and sewer for 


the township, the resolution will 
allow the township to recapture 
funds that may have already 
been spent on the wet weather 
equalization basin and the relief 
sewer project 

“It will allow the township to 
reimburse itself out of bond pro¬ 
ceeds for any expenditure made 
to the project from 60 days prior 
to the resolution and thereafter,” 
she said. “It also does not commit 


the board in any sense to the 
issuance of the bonds.” 

The wet weather basin will be 
located on 5 acres of land at the 
north end of Lower Huron 
Metropark, just west of Hannan 
Road and south of Wabash Road. 
It is a planned underground stor¬ 
age lank, which is an odorless 
wet weather system where every¬ 
thing happens underground. 

When complete, the project 


will increase current sewer capa- 
bilities and prevent flooding, 
which is the best alternative to 
assure that the township can 
meet sanitary sewer needs while 
maximizing the use of the cur¬ 
rent contract capabilities, accord¬ 
ing to Duha 

Duha said that although the 
notice of intent expresses the 
intention of the board of trustees 
to finance the wet weather equal¬ 


ization basin and relief sewer 
improvements through the 
issuance of bonds, the township 
is not committed to do so if after 
the 45-day period, officials 
decide to do otherwise 

Also, there will be no water 
and sewer rate increase for resi¬ 
dents. The project is being fund¬ 
ed through a state revolving fund 
loan and the water and sewer 
millage, according to Duha 
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Candidate touts professional activities, higher education 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Eugene Robinson is the 
youngest candidate in the field of 
four competing for two open 
seats on the Romulus School 
Board, but he hopes his high- 
powered job and recent experi¬ 
ence catapults him past his com¬ 
petitors May 2. 

“I have experience managing 
budgets and working in the pro¬ 
fessional world most of the stu¬ 
dents in the district now will have 
to compete in,” he said. “I think 
I’m the right person for this job.” 

Robinson. 28, is a senior sup¬ 
ply-chain engineer with 
Farmington Hills-based Alcoa 
Corp. That firm makes small 
automotive components. At 
Alcoa Robinson manages a bud¬ 
get of $27 million per year 

Prior to joining Alcoa, he 


worked for Visteon. 

“The world has changed so 
much, and it’s important - espe¬ 
cially in urban schools - that kids 
get what they need early,” he 
said. “It used to be that a high 
school education would get a 
pretty good job; but that’s no 
longer the case. Those jobs are 
steadily declining. Not only do we 
need to make the curriculum at 
the high school more college 
preparatory, we also need to 
make sure kids have access to 
college. But the emphasis on col¬ 
lege and other training needs to 
begin early.” 

That means implementing 
more mentoring programs and 
working to meet new state- 
imposed standards, said 
Robinson. 

“These new standards really 
raise the bar on math and sci¬ 
ence,” he said. “One of the things 


I would do as a member of the 
board is work on creating recruit¬ 
ment practices that attract the 
best math and science teachers. 
That’s one way that we can get 
students acclimated to the kids of 
jobs they will need to make a 
good living.” 

Another aspect of Robinson’s 
candidacy is tax reductioa ‘The 
amount of taxes levied by the 
schools is burdensome for some 
residents, and there needs to be a 
way to reduce those,” he said. 
“There are ways that the district’s 
objectives can be met while 
reducing the taxes, and they need 
to be further explored.” 

Managing the school budget 
also remains a concern for 
Robinson, who said the continu¬ 
ing difficulty the state is going 
through means significant fund¬ 
ing increases are unlikely, which 
means the district must get ere- 


Romulus man charged in shootout 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Police said they have appre¬ 
hended two men who retaliated 
against a shooting spree in 
Inkster that damaged four homes 
within a seven-hour period early 
Sunday morning. 

Dontez Hudson, 21 and of 
Romulus, and Todd Selma, 21, of 
Inkster, allegedly shot at a home 
on the 4000 block of Isabelle 
Street in Inkster after an 
unknown suspect began firing 
into homes a 3 am., police said. 
Both are facing a laundry list of 
charges, including attempted 
murder 

The shooting that spurred the 
incident began at 3:03 am. when 
a caller reported shots fired on 
Lexington Avenue. Operators 
received another call at 3:40 am. 
to report that 13 shots were fired 
into a home on the 3300 block of 
Isabelle. 

At 4:30 a.m., 13 more shots 
were fired at a home on the 
27000 block of Notre Dame, and 
another 14 shots were fired at a 
home on the 44000 block of 
Hopkins at 4:50. 


Then, at 10 a.m., several 
rounds were fired from a blue 
Volvo passenger car at a home on 
the 4400 block of Isabelle. 
Hudson and Selma are believed 
to be responsible for those shots, 
said Det Tony Delgreco. 

“We believe these incidents 
are related, but it’s still under 
investigation at this time,” he 
said. 

Amazingly, no one was hurt 
during the exchange of gunfire. 
However, officers familiar with 
the case said that a bullet fired 
into one of the homes penetrated 
a sofa that a child normally 
sleeps on. The child was spend¬ 
ing the night at a friend’s home. 

All of the shots fired into the 
first four homes were from a .762 
AK-47 assault rifle. 

Both Hudson and Selma were 
apprehended driving eastbound 
on Michigan Avenue in Dearborn 
in the blue Volvo after witnesses 
were able to give police a 
description of the vehicle. 
Inkster police put out an all- 
points bulletin to law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, and Dearborn 
Police made the arrest Sunday 
afternoon. 


The motive for the initial 
shootings remain unclear, but 
police said they have suspects in 
those incidents, too. 

Chief Gregory Gaskin and 
Deputy Chief Gregory Hill did 
not return calls seeking comment 
about the shootings Tuesday. 

Selma is currently on proba¬ 
tion for fleeing and eluding 
police during a 2002 incident His 
probation was to end in 2007, but 
will likely be revoked. Hudson 
has also had previous brushes 
with the law, police said. 

Both suspects appeared in 
front of Judge Sylvia A James of 
the 22nd District Court in Inkster, 
and are each charged with one 
count of attempted murder, felo¬ 
nious assault and felony 
firearms. James ordered Selma 
held in lieu of$100,000 bond. 

Hudson was additionally 
charged with a count of bribery 
for allegedly offering a police 
officer $5,000 to let him escape 
from the Inkster jail. He is being 
held in lieu of $150,000 bond. 

Hudson and Selma are being 
charged under the Michigan 
three strikes law, and if convict¬ 
ed, could face life behind bars. 


Bird hOUS6 - Naming rights bring in much needed cash 


FROM PAGE 1 


Detroit - were named after the 
company provided funding or 
backing for the construction. 

Small municipalities - and 
even commissions and board 
that need to generate money - 
have caught on. Companies, 
groups or individuals would pay 
a fee to have their name on a 


plaque next to the room or area 
named after them. The 
Historical Society is a registered 
non-profit and can seek dona¬ 
tions for naming purposes. 

In Romulus, there is also talk 
of selling the name of the new 
recreation center currently 
under construction at the comer 
of Wayne and Northline roads. 
No formal proposal is before the 


city council this time. But some 
elected officials have said selling 
the rights may help provide dol¬ 
lars for parks programs and 
defray the costs of running a ded¬ 
icated recreation facility. 

The recreation facility is 
expected to open for business 
later this spring. It is not clear 
when restoration on the Bird 
house willbegia 


Election 

FROM PAGE 1 


Eugene Robinson. Both 
Meinkiewicz and Roscoe are 
seeking a second term on the 
board, and both Flmderburg and 
Robinson are first-time candi¬ 
dates. 

Whoever is elected to the 
seven-member board will face 


some thorny issues going for¬ 
ward -No Child Left Behind 
compliance, maintaining test 
scores and balancing the books. 
District figures indicate that any 
fund balance the schools have 
will likely be spent in the 2006-07 
fiscal year, and the school board 
- along with the district adminis¬ 
tration - will be charged with 
finding new ways to contain 
expenses while raising revenue. 

State per-pupil funding, 


which increased by about $200 
this year, was not enough to com¬ 
pensate for expected increases 
in retirement benefits and health 
care costs. The schools general 
fund budget is about $16 million, 
according to district officials. 

Superintendent Joel Carr will 
retire on Aug 30, and the board 
is meeting with two candidates to 
fill his spot this week, according 
to district officials. 

Despite the fact that chal¬ 


ative to keep cherished educa¬ 
tional and extra-curricular pro¬ 
grams going 

But Robinson said the main 
reason he is seeking a term on 
the school board is that he would 
like to effect change in urban 
schools. 

“I grew up in a situation 
where mentorship was impor¬ 
tant,” he said. “I thought this 
would a good way to continue 
that” 

This is the first time Robinson 
has sought public office. A rela¬ 
tive newcomer to Romulus, he 
grew up in Detroit and went 
through that city school system. 
He then went onto Michigan 
State, where he earned his bach¬ 
elor’s of business administration 
degree. 

Robinson returned to school 
while working for Visteon, and 
earned a master’s in business 



Eugene Robinson 


administration from Wayne State 
University. 

Robinson and his wife, 
Shureta, have been married for 
three years. The couple moved to 
Romulus three years ago. They 
have no childrea 


News in brief 

Last chance to buy used books 

Saturday will be the last day used books will be on sale at the 
Romulus Public Library. 

Commonly known as “Bag Day,” as many books as can fit into 
a plastic bag will be on sale for $2.25 per bag The bags can be 
filled with hard or soft-cover books, as well as CDs, DVDs and 
videotapes. 

The used book sale is organized by the Friends of the 
Romulus Public Library, which uses the funds to purchase 
equipment for the library. The sale began on April 24, but there 
is still a good selection by the time bag day comes around. 

The book sale area will be open from noon-5 p.m. on 
Saturday. 

The Romulus Public Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road. 
For more information, call (734) 942-7589. 

Scholarship concert scheduled 

The Pentecostal Missionary Baptist Church has scheduled a 
first-ever “Voices of Praise” concert to benefit the church col¬ 
lege scholarship fund. 

The concert will feature several area church choirs who will 
performance variety of songs. The featured group will be the 
Deliverance Choir of the Pentecostal Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

Though the concert is free to the public, offerings made dur¬ 
ing the show will help needy area students make college 
become a reality. 

The concert will begin at 5 p.m. on Saturday. The church is 
located at 35625 Vmewood St, off Wayne Road between Ecorse 
and Van Bom. 

For more information, contact the church at (734) 728-1390. 

Card game to benefit charities 

Members of the Romulus Police Department are asking card 
enthusiasts and other interested parties to come out the 
Progressive Hall May 20 for a Texas Hold ‘Em Tbumament 

The proceeds of the event will benefit local charities, but the 
best card player can earn some cash, too. The top prize in the 
tournament is $500. 

The doors open at 4 p.m., and dinner begins at 4:30 p.m. The 
card game starts at 6 p.m. The cost of the event is $60 per per- 
soa 

The Romulus Progressive Hall is located at 11580 Ozga 
Road. 

To sign up for the event, or to ask questions, call Ofc. Steve 
Littleton or Ofc. Mike St Andre at (734) 941-8400 before 2:30 p.m. 
Space is limited. 


lengers are seldom elected to the 
board, at least one of them is con¬ 
fident about her candidacy. 

“I feel pretty good about my 
chances,” said FUnderburg. “I 
don’t think anyone ever really 
goes into a race like this thinking 
they’re going to lose. But if I don’t 
win, I’ll still be doing my thing, 
volunteering in the schools. It’s 
really about helping out with the 
-schools. I’m not going anywhere.” 

School board members are 


elected on a revolving basis. T\vo 
board members are up for re- 
election every year, except for 
the fourth year, when the seventh 
seat is open. In Romulus, there is 
always intense interest in the 
seat - it’s been about 10 years 
since someone has run unop¬ 
posed. 

It is too late to register to vote 
in this election. The polls will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May. 2. 
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Opinion 


New school board 
members should be 


•o« 


If recent history and economic forecasts mean anything, the next 
four years will be challenging ones for local school officials. 

When voters go to the polls on May 2 for the school board election, 
we think they should opt for change in the Inkster Public School 
District and the status quo in Romulus. 

In Romulus, Celeste Roscoe and Ken Meinkiewicz are seeking re- 
election and we see no reason they should not be returned to the 
board. Both are seeking a second term and both have provided sound 
reasoning during their first four years on the board. 

Roscoe, who works for a small manufacturer in Romulus, has 
shown that her accounting job gives her the perspective with facts 
and figures to make solid decisions for the school district With a new 
superintendent the board will need experience at all levels to ensure 
a smooth transition, but finances will remain a top issue within the 
district 

Likewise, Meinkiewicz has fulfilled a strong role on the board. The 
retired teacher brings the perspective of other school districts—he 
was a teacher and counselor in the Wayne-Westland district—that has 
proved valuable and will again. He worked in the old Cherry Hill 
School District and knows well the problems school districts face 
today. 

In Inkster, we like challenger Sandra Bullard-Maye over incumbent 
John Rucker 

Bullard-Maye, a General Motors retiree, has three live-in grand¬ 
children in the Inkster school district We like her philosophy of get¬ 
ting more parents involved in the schools, as evidenced by her partici¬ 
pation in the Parent Advisory Committee. She is active in the commu¬ 
nity, too. 

The Inkster Public Schools have made a dramatic turnaround 
recently, boasting improved MEAP scores and better financial man¬ 
agement If Bullard-Maye is elected, it will complete a turnover of the 
board and we think that is a good thing, too. It’s time to look ahead, 
not at the past 

Regardless of where school officials serve, they’ll face a difficult 
four years. In Romulus, we think the incumbents Celeste Roscoe and 
Ken Meinkiewicz will best serve the district In Inkster, Sandra Bullard- 
Maye is the best choice. 

Remember to vote on May 2. 


LETTERS 


Eminent domain criticized 


See Letters, page 5 
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(A Political 


Some are more equal 


Members of the Wayne City Council are sup¬ 
posed to get their first long look at the upcoming 
budget next week and, by all accounts, it isn’t going 
to be pretty. 

The council has already put off receiving the 
document—at the request of city administration— 
so they can prepare themselves for the difficult 
decisions that are ahead of them. 

At the same time, people in city hall or in the 
various city departments are probably popping 
antacid tablets, wondering if the proverbial shoe 
will drop on them. 


Close 
to the 


Edge 





To the editor: 

I disagree with your opinion on eminent domaia 

As far as blight, you’re right— there is no definite definition of 
blight and unfortunately some political authorities have a habit of 
abusing this. This as been abused in several states, where well-kept 
neighborhoods have been taken over by eminent domain and people 
have lost more than their homes. They have lost their future in retire¬ 
ment They have lost a part of their history and family heritage. The 
past is important to many. 

Didn’t they just make the southeast subdivision in Westland a his¬ 
torical site? Wasn’t that because of its history? Do all these neighbor¬ 
hoods have to get historical markers to stop the take over of their 
homes? 


It’s a tough situation. 

I’m probably going to 
get myself in trouble, 
here, but I’ve got a 
problem with it, too. 

First of all. I’m will¬ 
ing to go on record to 
say I’m not fond of labor 
unions. They had their 
place in history, protect¬ 
ing workers’ rights, but 
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cessions. It’s a bullying tactic 
couched in warm and fuzzy 
terms like ‘teamwork’ and 
‘cooperation.’ 

It’s a lot easier for workers at the top echelon of 
the pay scale to accept a pay freeze than it is for 
people at the bottom. The increase in the cost of 
living doesn’t impact those who are well above the 
poverty level than the ones who are in jeopardy of 
falling below it, or even the ones who wonder what 
happened to their status as comfortable members 

of the middle class. I 


If the budget is as bad as some people 
have said it is, cutting back on a few 
part-timers and making people give up 
raises only about a year after they 
agreed to them in the first place will 
probably only be a drop in the bucket. 


know, because I’m in that 
latter group, although I 
wouldn’t describe myself 
as being comfortably so. I 
watch the bills come in, 
higher than ever. Even 
with the proposed 3 per¬ 
cent increase that some 
of these union people 
were scheduled to 
receive this year, they’ll 


I think that period is in the past It’s not that I don’t 
think workers need to be protected—I just don’t 
think unions are the best way of doing it 

That being said, I don’t think the unions—or any 
City of Wayne employee, for that matter—are 
being treated fairly in this. 

My issue, believe it or not is with the concept 
that everybody has to make sacrifices. City 
Manager John Zech said as much when he talked 
about how the budget forecast was a little more 
bleak than expected, that the city has fought with 
reduced state shared revenue and other drops in 
municipal income to the point where there’s noth¬ 
ing left to cut but staff and services. 

He and other city department heads have vol¬ 
unteered to take a pay freeze and are asking their 
unions to re-open their contracts for similar con- 


still be making, comparatively, less than in the 
past 

But they’re expected—or at least asked—to give 
that up, because their superiors so nobly decided 
to do so. If they don’t they’ll become the bad guys, 
the selfish ones. Unions, unpopular with anyone 
not in one, will take another hit and the employ¬ 
ees—some of whom put themselves voluntarily in 
harm’s way every day—will become less happy. 

, Will it solve anything? I doubt it If the budget is 
,as bad as some people have said it is, cutting back 
on a few part-timers and making people give up 
raises only about a year after they agreed to them 
in the first place will probably only be a drop in 
the bucket There has to be a better solution than 
taking the state of the economy out on the employ¬ 
ees. 


A little sensitivity training, please 


It’s rare that anyone on the Inkster City 
Council speaks about personal experience, but it 
happened last Monday. 

T\vo council members - Ernest Hendricks and 
Mike Canty - told an audience of about 20 how 
affirmative action helped their careers. 
Hendricks is the owner of a custom drapery firm, 
and Canty is retired from the banking industry. 

The issue came up after a sorority asked the 
council members to approve a resolution in oppo¬ 
sition the Michigan Civil Rights Institutive, a pro¬ 
posal that would ban any affirmative action pro¬ 
grams in college admissions and government hir¬ 
ing. The proposal is backed by Ward Connerly, a 
Sacramento businessman and president of the 
American Civil Rights Coalition. 


With a few changes to the 
resolution text provided by the 
sorority, the city approved the 
resolution. 

The council opposed the 



initiative, which is certainly their light 

I only have one issue with all of this, and that’s 
the fact that the forces lining up against this pro¬ 
posal say the name of the proposal is misleading. 
Tbo often in the debate about affirmative action, 
the implication is that minorities are the only 
ones guai'anteed Civil Rights in the United States, 
and that’s not true. The Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson, 


See Civil Rights, page 5 
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Maybe it hasn't been abused in 
Michigan (I’m not so sure of this) 
but it could be very easily once the 
economy picks up again. Several 
cities have lost historical buildings 
due to so-called progress. In one a 
castle and a stone house were both 
destroyed due to progress and in 
another a beautiful home has to be 
moved or destroyed because it 
supposedly doesn't fit in to the 
vision for the area it is ia 

Of course everyone is entitled 
to their opinion and this is mine. 

Judy McKinney , 
Westland 

Parent criticizes school board 

To the editor. 

The School Board for Van 
Buren Schools needs to be 
recalled. 

This district and school board 
have failed to make basic short or 
long-term goals for the district 
They have ignored the need for 
new schools for the growing pop¬ 
ulations in northern Van Buren 
Township and southwestern 
Cantoa All this district wants is 
$111 million for the new high 
school that will be placed further 
south than most of the population 
of the district 

I have been told to “play ball’' 
and maybe they would look at the 


needs of northern Van Buren and 
southwest Cantoa I do not want 
to “play ball” with our children’s 
educational needs. 

This district has ignored our 
needs for too long. They are more 
than happy to take our tax dollars 
but give us nothing in return 
except for a 40-minute bus ride 
for our kids. 

Jim Edwards, 
Canton Township 

Resident urges clean up 

Tb the editor; 

Hey, Romulus, pick up. 

Spring is sprung...the grass is 
getting greener...now at least 
make your front yard cleaner 

Have you looked in your front 
yard today? Have you looked in 
your water ditch near your main 
street Some have garbage cans 
floating. Has the city looked at 
the fence line across from 
Romulus Middle School on Wick? 
Trash everywhere. There are 
even some political signs left over 
from last year’s races on people’s 
lawns. 

Come on Romulus: Pickup. 

Take five minutes of your day 
and make our neighborhoods 
shine. 

JeffKotlarek, 

Romidus 



FROM PAGE 4 


guarantees those rights to all of 
us. 

In other words, Civil Rights is 
a two way street. In Inkster, 
there have been allegations that 
suggest that may not be true. 

A recent example: Canty 
himself made a ham-handed 
remark about the new police 
department uniforms looking 
like, “an Israeli SWAT team.” 
He said this to a group of 
onlookers at the city council 
study session to Police Chief 
Gregory Gaskin and to the Arab 
American officer he brought 
with him to model the uniform. 
A collection of Arab American 
officers thought Canty’s 
remarks were inappropriate. 

In any other city, an elected 
official who let this sort of 
remark slip would have apolo¬ 
gized, but Canty didn’t And the 
council gave the impression 
that they, too, condone the 
remarks by not reprimanding 
Canty immediately after the 
comment 

The city is also facing a Civil 
Rights complaint filed by City 
Engineer MuzzafTar Lakhani, 
who is from Pakistan. His suit 
alleges he was subjected to 
name-calling when he headed 
up the Department of Public 
Service. The city is also facing a 


discrimination suit filed by Lt 
Tom Diaz, who was denied a 
promotion twice. 

Diaz’ attorney, in court fil¬ 
ings, claimed the city would 
only consider an African 
American for the positions of 
police chief and deputy chief. 

Hendricks said he told his 
first client that he only wanted a 
chance to his show his work, 
and that if hired, he would do 
his best Then he did just that 
and the client worked with the 
councilman thereafter 

Today in Inkster, members of 
other minority groups - and the 
majority - are asking for the 
same consideration, but one 
can’t help but wonder if they are 
being failed. 

The bunny hop: I received a 
call from a parks employee last 
week that started out conven¬ 
tionally, but sent us out on a 
wild rabbit chase. The caller - 
who was charged with donning 
the bunny suit for the city 
Easter egg hunt - said he was 
not the person in the photo 
because he could see that per¬ 
son in the furry suit was white. 

He also said we, as the peo¬ 
ple who put together the news¬ 
paper, just dropped in photos 
from some other city because 
we didn’t want to bother with 
Inkster He said this is a regular 
occurrence, and called the pho¬ 
tos ‘Talse advertising.” 

Obviously, I strenuously 


objected to that characteriza¬ 
tion, but I went and looked up 
all bunny pictures in all of the 
cities we cover to see if we 
made an error, and we didn’t 
The pictures are awfully light - 
which is probably because of 
print quality. 

We have always put photos in 
the paper from Inkster - to sug¬ 
gest otherwise is pure non¬ 
sense. Parks Director Ron 
Wolkowicz also confirmed that 
he saw our photographer at the 
event. However, we did mis¬ 
name one of the children on the 
front page - and for that we are 
sorry. 

Seeing stars: I’m probably 
one of only a handful of people 
who has never been to a 
Starbucks Coffee Shop, but 
after watching a 60 Minutes pro¬ 
file of CEO Howard Schultz, I’m 
going to give them a try. Schultz, 
who was raised in a horrendous 
New York housing project has 
committed to providing health 
insurance to workers who work 
as little as 20 hours a week. He 
said that, growing up poor, he 
never wanted anyone else - no 
matter who they were or where 
they come from - to have the 
sorts of problems he suffered as 
a young person. He’s asked him¬ 
self a question we need to find 
an answer for: What can all of 
us do to help the weakest mem¬ 
bers of our society - no matter 
who they are? 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan 48111 on 
Wednesday, May 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 

Parcel with the tax ID number V125-83-102-02-0007-000, or more commonly 
known as 14386 Louisa Drive. 

A map indicating the location of the subject site is included below. 



The applicant is requesting a modification to construct a 24’ X 32’ detached garage 
behind the house on the parcel. A 16’ X 24’ detached workshop building also exists 
on the lot. Section 4.14 B 4- d: Detached Garages on Smaller Lots states that a 
detached garage can not exceed 528 square feet on lots smaller than 25,500 square 
feet. The applicant is requesting a modification to allow an additional 624 square feet 
of detached garage area. Planning Commission approval is required in accordance 
with Section 4.14 C-7 of the Township Zoning Ordinance. Specifically, the Planning 
Commission may modify requirements of Section 4.14 subject to specific conditions 

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services 
until 5:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing. In the spirit of compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should feel free to con¬ 
tact the Department of Developmental Services at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting, if requesting accommodations. 

Posted: April 21, 2006 

Publish: April 27, 2006 


EXHIBIT A 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN, 

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

NOTICE OF INTENTION OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
TO ISSUE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT BONDS AND 
NOTICE OF RIGHT TO PETITION FOR REFERENDUM THEREON 

TO ALL ELECTORS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN, 

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Van Buren, 
Wayne County, Michigan (the “Township”) has, by resolution of its Board of 
Trustees, expressed its intent to issue sanitary sewer system improvement bonds (the 
“Bonds”) under the Revised Municipal Finance Act, Act No. 34, Michigan Public 
Acts of 2001, as amended (“Act 34”), for the purposes of financing the cost of (i) 
improvements and repairs to the Township’s sanitary sewer system, and (ii) issuing 
the Bonds. The maximum principal amount of Bonds to be issued is $16,150,000, 
which shall be issued not later than December 31, 2006. The Bonds shall bear inter¬ 
est at a rate or rates to be determined, but in no event above 7% per annum per matu¬ 
rity. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the full faith and credit of the Township 
will be pledged for the payment of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on 
the Bonds. Pursuant to such pledge of its full faith and credit, the Township will be 
obligated, to the extent other moneys are not made available, to levy such ad valorem 
taxes upon all taxable property in the Township as shall be necessary to make such 
payments of principal, premium, if any, and interest, which taxes, however, will be 
subject to applicable charter, statutory and constitutional limitations on the taxing 
power of the Township. 

RIGHT TO PETITION FOR REFERENDUM 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this notice is given to and for the benefit 
of the electors of the Township in order to inform them of the intention of the 
Township to issue the Bonds and also to inform registered electors of the Township 
of their right to petition for a referendum on the question of issuing the Bonds. The 
Township intends to issue the Bonds without a vote of the electors of the Township 
thereon. If, within 45 days after publication of this notice, a petition for referendum 
requesting an election on the issuance of the Bonds by the Township, signed by not 
less than 10% or 15,000 of the registered electors of the Township, whichever is less, 
has been filed with the Clerk of the Township on behalf of the Board of Trustees of 
the Township, the Bonds shall not be issued unless and until approved by a majority 
of the electors of the Township voting thereon at a general or special election. 

This notice is given by order of the Board of Trustees pursuant to Act 34. 
Further information may be obtained at the Water & Sewer Department of the 
Charter Township of Van Buren, Van Buren Township, Michigan. 

Joannie D. Payne 
Township Clerk 

Charter Township of Van Buren, Michigan 
Publish: April 27, 2006 
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OBITUARIES 


MCMULLAN, Owen 

Owen D. McMullan, 77, of Belleville, 
died March 4 

Among his survivors are his nephew, 
Richard (Andrea) Watson; sisters, Phyllis 
Hancotte and Harriett Wofford; a brother, 
Wynn McMullan, and several nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and nephews. 

Fhneral services were at Uht FUneral 
Home in Westland with Pastor Bob 
McDonald officiating. 


Interment was at Soop Cemetery in Van 
Buren Township. 

KREYGER, Edmund 

Edmund W. Kreyger, 82, of Romulus, 
died April 11. 

Among his survivors are his wife, Myra 
(Polenz) Kreyger; sons, Craig (Kathy) 
Kreyger of South Dakota and Brant 
Kreyger of Romulus; his daughter, Gayle 
Mach of Romulus; grandsons, Brandt 


ROMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
NOTICE TO ELECTORS 
Absentee Voter Ballots 

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE ROMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, COUNTY OF WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN: 

Notice is hereby given that ABSENTEE VOTERS BALLOTS are available for the 
School Board election to be held Tuesday, May 2, 2006, and may be obtained from 
the Office of the Romulus City Clerk, 11111 Wayne Road, for electors who expect to 
be absent from the community, are physically disabled, cannot attend the polls 
because of the tenets of their religion or are 60 years of age or older. 

Notice is further given that Saturday. April 29, 2006 is the deadline for the accep¬ 
tance of Absentee Ballot Applications, in accordance with Section 168.759 of 
Michigan Compiled Laws of 1948, as amended. The City Clerk’s Office will be open 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2.40 p.m. for the acceptance thereof. 

“LATE” ABSENTEE VOTERS APPLICATIONS will be accepted from any regis¬ 
tered elector between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the day before the 
election, Monday, May 1, 2006 if the voter shall personally appear at the Clerk’s 
office. Said ballot may not be taken out of the Clerk’s office but must be voted 
immediately. 

EMERGENCY ABSENTEE VOTERS APPLICATIONS will be issued to any regis¬ 
tered elector prior to 4:00 p.m. on Election Day if he/she shall become physically 
disabled or shall be absent from the City of Romulus because of sickness or death in 
the family which occurred at a time that has made it impossible to apply for Absentee 
Ballots by the statutory deadline. 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, 

Clerk City of Romulus, Michigan ,,, 

Publish: April 27, 2006 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday May 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 
Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County, Michigan 

The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 


The parcel tax ID number is VI25-83-107-99-0002-000. This property is located on 
the Northeast comer of Sumpter Road between Hull and Chaney Roads A map indi¬ 
cating the location of the subject site is included below. 



The applicant is requesting special use approval. A special use approval is required 
for publicly owned buildings per Section 11.04(a) of the Zoning Ordinance. Written 
comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 
5:00p.m., the date of the hearing. 

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with 
a disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at 
least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommoda¬ 
tions. 

Posted: April 21, 2006 

Publish: April 27, 2006 


Kreyger and Benjamin Mach, and a sister, 
Margaret Gala 

Mr. Kreyger retired from the Wayne 
County Road Commission in 1975. He was 
a member of the Romulus VFW 9568 and 
the Wayne County Retirees Association. 
He was also a Wayne County Employees 
Union member 


Mr. Kreyger served in the United State 
Navy. 

Funeral services were at St Aloysius 
Catholic Church with Father Festus 
Ejimadu officiating. 

Interment was at Romulus Cemetery. 
Arrangements were entrusted to the 
Crane Flmeral Home in Romulus. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 13, 2006 

Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Present: Supervisor King, 
Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr and Trustee Rochowiak. 
Absent and excused: None. Others in attendance: Planning and Economic 
Development Director Kelley, Environmental Director Swallow, Public Safety 
Director Champagne, Recreation and Facilities Director Ross, Executive Assistant 
Ireland, Secretary Cline and an audience of thirteen (13). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Hart moved, Payne seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: Hart moved, Jahr seconded to approve the appointment of 
Lianne Clair to fill the vacancy of Trustee position. Carried. 

Clerk Payne sworn in Lianne Clair as Trustee. 

AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Rochowiak moved, Jahr seconded to adjourn at 3:26 p.m. 
Carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 

Cindy C. King 
Supervisor 


Publish: 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan 48111 on 
Wednesday, May 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 

Parcel with the tax ID number VI25-83-139-99-0073-702, or more commonly 
known as 42699 Riggs Road. 

A map indicating the location of the subject site is included below. 



The applicant is requesting Planning Commission approval to construct a pole 
barn with area that exceeds the maximum permitted by the Township Zoning 
ordinance, 06-02-92, as amended, by 990 square feet. 

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Sendees 
until 5:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing. In the spirit of compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should feel free to con¬ 
tact the Department of Developmental Services at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting, if requesting accommodations. 

Posted: April 21, 2006 

Publish: April 27, 2006 
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_ The Scene 

American Dreamz 


Film succeeds as terrific, but biting, social commentary 



American Dreamz , a no-holds-barred 
satire of American Idol and the society 
obsessed by the show, is a fascinating 
social commentary—but it isn’t for the 
faint of heart 

Unlike spoofs such as Scary Movie 4 
that focus, more or less, on gentle humor, 
American Dreamz goes straight for the 
jugular with humor as cutting as it is con¬ 
troversial. 

Martin Tweed (Hugh Grant) hosts the 
hottest show on television. American 
Dreamz. The program offers unknown 
singers from across the nation a chance 
at stardom. He hates his job—which com¬ 
bines the host responsibilities of Ryan 
Seacrest with the cutting commentary of 
Simon Cowell on American Idol—but he 
loves the power that accompanies it As 
the new season starts, Tweed is searching 
for the perfect cast to keep the show at 
the top of the ratings. 

Sally Kendo (Mandy Moore) will do 
whatever it takes to become a star and 
her overbearing mother (Jennifer 
Coolidge) is ever ready to support her. 
Sally may be the darling of small-town 
Ohio, but the ‘focused’ — or unabashedly 
self-centered— woman is ready to cut 
her ties and head out Her long-time 
boyfriend, William Williams (Chris 
Klein), may dream of the altar, but she’s 
got other ideas. Still, even she has to con¬ 
cede that he may have a place in her new 
life. 

A recent transplant to Orange County, 
Omer (Sam Golzari) isn’t your average 
American Dreamz contestant He loves 
music more than anything else in his life, 
but his checkered past could throw a 


major roadblock in his future. 

Meanwhile, the President of the 
United States (Dennis Quaid) has hit a 
rough spot in his life. The media is being 
mean to him, he’s starting to fear that his 
official policy briefings have been less 
than 100 percent accurate, and he’s start¬ 
ing to see the strings his puppet 
master/chief of staff (Willem DaFbe) uses 
to guide—or force—him in the right 
direction. It’s time for a change. 


As the series continues, it looks less 
like a talent competition than a war 
game. Just as the infamous Boss Tweed 
once ruled the New York political scene 
with an iron fist, Martin TVveed is a force 
to be reckoned with as his machinations 
help determine who will survive. 
Political scientists and historians teach 
that power corrupts and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely and Tweed—who is 
more powerful than the President in 
terms of public opinion—revels in that 
corruption. For everyone else, reality 
television is a dog-eat-dog world; who 
knows what they’ll do to survive. 

American Dreamz is a film that audi¬ 
ence members will either love or hate. 
There really isn’t any middle ground. 
Grant makes an excellent self-centered. 
Machiavellian headliner while Moore 
does a remarkably believable job of por¬ 
traying Britn...er, a scheming, two-faced 
singer willing to anything to succeed. 
This is one of the few examples of a pop 
star who actually adds something to a 
film—unlike, say, Crossroads. Klein’s role 
is interesting but Golzari’s is the only 
truly sympathetic character—a rather 
politically charged decision. 

Dennis Quaid’s thinly veiled imper¬ 
sonation of ‘Dubya’, however, steals the 
show. His comedic timing is amazing as 
he portrays a highly confused president 
trying to figure out why he’s ordered the 
things he has done as president (and why 


he’s supposed to play sycophant to a TV 
personality.) Supporters of the current 
administration will probably take 
umbrage with the simplemindedness of 
the President’s portrayal—news briefin¬ 
gs in comic book format, anyone? 

Critics of the administration, however, 
will probably enjoy the portrayal as the 
seemingly dense commander in chief 
tries to figure out for himself what’s going 
on in the world, particularly in the 
Middle East Even more than that is the 
caricature of the current president 
offered by everything from Quaid’s 
stance and walk to the thoughtful look 
that morphs into the confused expres¬ 
sion of a monkey asked to do algebra 
when Quaid’s character is faced with 
simple tasks. Love it or hate it though, 
Quaid does a great job. 

The film is cutting in its criticism of 
pop culture, particularly the easily led 
followers of Dreamz , and it’s political 
ramifications. Viewers can read a lot into 
the film but even at face value, it’s fair¬ 
ly...interesting. Audience members 
might or might not like the politicized 
message of the film, but it’s worth seeing 
at least once. 

The film is rated PG-13 for some 
strong language and some sexual refer¬ 
ences. It has a run time of about 110 min¬ 
utes. It was written and directed by Paul 
Weitz, who also directed American Pie , 
Down to Earth, and About a Boy. 



Symphony POPS concert tomorrow features songs of the Silver Screen 


The Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra, under Music 
Director and Conductor, Nan 
Washburn, will present “Sounds 
of the Silver Screen,” the annu¬ 
al POPS Concert and Benefit 
Auction. 

Patrons will enjoy a program 
with music from classic and 
popular movies such as The 


Sound of Music, Lord of the 
Rings, Batman, Dances with 
Wolves, Prince of Thieves and To 
Kill a Mocking Bird. 

Throughout the evening, the 
Plymouth Symphony League 
annual silent and live auctions 
will take place, as well. 

Items to be auctioned 
include anl8K gold and dia¬ 


mond Pave Ball pierced ear¬ 
rings and pendant donated by 
Dearborn Jewelers, a diamond 
and topaz pendant with a white 
gold box chain donated by 
Showroom of Elegance, a pearl 
and diamond ring set in 14K 
gold donated by O & D Bush 
Jewelers. 

The auctions also feature 


prizes such as a five-person golf- 
cart tour of the Detroit Zoo, din¬ 
ner packages at several restau¬ 
rants in the area, and even a 
chance to conduct the Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra 

Tickets for the event are $75 
for adults and $35 for children. 
Table sponsorship for groups is 
also available. Tickets must be 


purchased in advance. Fbr tick¬ 
ets, season subscriptions, or 
more information, please con¬ 
tact the Plymouth Symphony 
Office at (734) 451-2112, or at 
uifo@plymouthsymphony.org. 

The show takes place at 6 
p.m. tomorrow at Laurel Manor, 
located at 39000 Schoolcraft 
Road in Livonia. 
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Fairways 

at Gateway 


Boy, does Kiefer Sutherland like fight¬ 
ing government conspiracies. 

That’s what audience members will 
inevitably find themselves thinking as they 
watch The Sentinel, which stars 
Sutherland and Michael Douglas as two 
Secret Service agents trying to stop a plot 
to assassinate the president of the United 
States. 

Then comes a related thought: they will 
begin to wish they were at home, watching 
Sutherland’s television series 24, the plot 
of which—though just as implausibly 
silly—at least twists. (Not to mention that 
the acting is better, the action happens 
faster and the characters stay with you 
longer) 

Sutherland’s character here, David 
Breckinridge, is not a copy of Jack Bauer, 
the federal agent Sutherland plays on TV 
Still, the clenched jaw and the sense of 
duty are ever present One major differ¬ 
ence here is that Sutherland figures out 
how to speak in the ranges between an 
exasperated whisper and a full-throated 
shout 

When the camera is on Douglas, 
though, The Sentinel will once again make 
audiences wish they were watching some¬ 
thing else. Douglas, as veteran agent Pete 
Garrison, is a half-hearted clone of 
Harrison Ford in The Fugitive. He’s being 
pursued by Breckinridge, and it’s up to 
Garrison, whose been framed, to prove his 
innocence. 

The stakes should be higher here: a 
high-ranking traitor inside the secret ser¬ 
vice is helping along the plot to kill the 
president. The most dedicated agent 
(Garrison still dreams about the day 
Ronald Reagan was shot) is the prime sus¬ 
pect The Sentinel falls flat though, and 
the president is a part of the problem: as 
with many movie presidents, he doesn’t 
quite look the part It’s a big problem when 
you can’t pick the most powerful man in 
the world out of a line-up. The only thing 


From the 


Live and play at the Fairways at Gateway / 
where luxurious residences surround the 
nationally known links of the Gateway Golf Club. |j 


• Golf course views from 
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we really know about this film’s presi¬ 
dent—the only reason we know to care 
about him—is that he is president Also, 
we know he has a wife, Sarah Ballentine 
(Kim Basinger), who doesn’t love him and 
sneaks away to smooch Garrison whenev¬ 
er she caa 

This thriller should have picked either 
deceit—the affair or the assassination— 
and run with it Instead, both are given a 
lame attempt at fleshing out to the detri¬ 
ment of the entire movie. The affair story¬ 
line is hardly developed: we only see one, 
quite awkward, make-out session, which 
leads to Garrison’s being blackmailed. 

Garrison is worried about the affair 
being found out, so he fails a polygraph 
meant to find the traitor. That makes him 
the prime suspect in Breckinridge’s inves¬ 
tigation, and the pursuit ensues. 

The filmmakers would have been bet¬ 
ter off focusing more on Garrison’s affair 
He is, after all, sleeping with the first 
lady—a transgression that could, if public 
interest in Bill Clinton’s sex life was any 
indication, do far greater damage to a sit¬ 
ting president than getting killed. (It 
should be noted that there is also an affair 
cooking between an agent and the presi¬ 
dent’s wife currently on 24) 

It wasn’t to be, though: Basinger, for her 
part, doesn’t appear to have a single lucid 
moment on screen. Maybe she just seems 
like a flake because she isn’t given enough 
screen time for us to discern what she 
feels about the whole business. It would 
have been helpful for us to learn, for 
example, why she doesn’t love the presi¬ 
dent. Instead, director Clark Johnson 
relies on the cliche of loveless political 
marriages. Obviously, Ballentine’s con¬ 
cerned about what could happen to the 
president’s reputation if she and her lover 
are outed; she doesn’t want Garrison to go 
to jail forever or the president killed, 
either. That’s all fertile ground for a 
Washington thriller, but Basinger just 


\*94, t*il M#rrlmon Rd. North to Van 
Born Rd. Woit on Von Born. Toko 
second community •nlronoo. Model 
Homo on rl^ht. 

*$*• Bale# Consultant for details 


walks around with a sad face. 

At least Basinger had a rea¬ 
son to be on screea That is all I 
will say about co-star Eva 
Longoria 

There are 
s o m e ; 
moments of 
tension, a few 
great visual 
effects and 
one good 
emotional 
exchange 
between the 
two leads. 

That’s 
enough to go 
this movie, though, 
especially since 
Jack Bauer still 
hasn’t caught this 
year’s batch of ter¬ 
rorists. 
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Accelerator’s drive 
earns her scholarship 



Brittany Lockhart signs her letter of intent to run with the Eagles at 
Eastern Michigan University at her home in Canton Township. 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Salem student-athlete 
Brittany Lockhart has it all. 

Talent Poise. Heart The fact 
that she has a loving family, sup¬ 
portive coaches and good friends 
and teammates doesn’t go unno¬ 
ticed. 

The entire package factors 
into what makes her the track 
star that she is. 

Now, to top it all off, she has a 
full scholarship to Eastern 
Michigan University where she 
will take part in one of the best 
track programs in the country 
under the famed coach Steve 
Lewis. 

Lockhart like most teenagers, 
dreamt of going away to col¬ 
lege—far away. So, at first she 
was a little skeptical of heading 
just a few miles down 1-94 to be 
an Eagle. She soon realized that 
it wasn’t the distance away from 
home that mattered, but the dis¬ 
tance in which a school and its 
track program could take her. 

“At first I was a little set off by 
Eastern because it was so close 
to home and I wanted to go some 


place warm where it would be 
good to train all year,’’ she said. 
“But when I took my visit there 
were so many things that I liked 
about it I got along with the girls 
and I thought that I would really 
be able to train with them and 
the coach seemed a lot like my 
coach (James Hall) already—I 
could really fit in with him.’’ 

She said she also liked the 
Eastern business program. She 
plans to study business manage¬ 
ment and hopefully start her own 
graphic design business after col¬ 
lege 

“I told myself that it would be 
dumb not to choose this school 
just because it was close, if it had 
everything I liked,” she added. 

Her father, Otis Lockhart was 
relieved with the offer because it 
is a good school and program but 
mostly because the recruiting 
process was over 

‘Tm kind of glad it’s over,” he 
said. “The biggest concern that I 
had about her going to college 
was that she \Vas going to a good 
program. She’s going to one of 
the best girls’ track programs. I 
think Coach Lewis, who coached 
Olympians in the past was one of 


the deciding factors.” 

Although Brittany Lockhart 
came from a talented and athlet¬ 
ic family—her father was a 
standout athlete at Detroit 
Pershing High School while 
growing up on the tough East 
side and later in college at 
Mississippi State University— 
she didn’t just fall into athletics. 

Because her father was in the 
Army her family moved around a 
lot and she never got too involved 
with school sports. Then one of 
her friends dragged her to a 
track meeting in her freshman 
year. 

“I had never played a sport 
ever before but I happened to 
like track,” she said. “I just 
jumped into everything and it 
turned out to be a good thing for 
me.” 

Now the ‘Rock’ star trains and 
competes all year around, except 
for a small break in the fall. 

Usually people cut down on 
the amount of events that they do 
to specialize in one or two events 
but Lockhart kept adding on 
events. 

She runs the open 400-meter, 
200-meter dash, 300-meter hur¬ 


dles, all of the relays and some¬ 
times the 100-meter hurdles 
while maintaining a proficiency 
in the long jump and high jump. 
She also started training in the 


triple jump. 

“I don’t think that I have a 
favorite event,” she said. “I think 

See Track star, page 11 


We have take off: Detroit Ignition gets things started 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The key was inserted, turned at full 
force and ‘ignition’ was achieved when the 
Hantz Group in Southfield and the Major 
Indoor Soccer League officially intro¬ 
duced the launch of the Detroit Ignition. 

The Ignition, which is to kick off its 
inaugural season in early November at its 
home at the Compuware Sports Arena in 
Plymouth Township, unveiled its logo, 
revealed its number-one college draft 
pick and introduced the head coach at a 
press extravaganza last Wednesday at the 
Westin Southfield-Detroit in Southfield. 

The indoor soccer team will land in the 
backyards of some of the biggest soccer 
communities in southeast Michigan, 
including Canton, Plymouth and 
Northville. 

“We’re excited to get this going,” said 
Greg Bibb, President of Hantz Group sub¬ 
sidiary Hantz Sports and Entertainment 

After an exhaustive search. Bibb decid¬ 
ed that long-time player and coach Mark 
Pulisic would be named the first head 
coach of the organization. He was hired 
months ago but introduced at the confer¬ 
ence. 

“One, he has a lot of experience as a 
player,” Bibb said of Pulisic. “Two, he 
coached start-up programs and was an 
assistant coach in the United Soccer 
Leagues second division. He separated 
himself from the group by successfully 
communicating his strategy on how to 
translate a Major Indoor Soccer League 
expansion club into a winning soccer 
team.” 

Pulisic’s playing career spanned eight 
seasons (1991-99), all of which he spent 
with the now-defunct Harrisburg Heat 



He reached the 100-point mark three 
times in his career With 296 goals and 689 
points, he retired as the 
franchise’s all-time 
leading scorer and 
earned a spot in 
the team’s Hall 
Fame. He was also 
an All-Rookie 
selection in 1991-92 
and an All-Star pick 
in 1997. 

His coaching 
record is just as 
impressive. 

Pulisic, 37, was 
named head coach of the 
inaugural men’s soccer pro¬ 
gram at Lebanon Valley College 
(Lebanon, PA) in 1993, and 
assumed the same role for the 
school’s first women’s team in 1996 
Both squads, built by Pulisic from the 
ground up, were ranked nationally during 
his 12-year tenure. He was named the 
Commonwealth 
Conference Men’s 
Soccer Coach of 
the Year in 2000, 
and earned 

Women’s Coach of 
the Year Honors 
in 2001 and 2003. 

In 2003 and 
2004, Pulisic 

served as an assis¬ 
tant coach for the 
Harrisburg City 
Islanders of the — 
outdoor United Soccer Leagues’ Second 
Divisioa 

Since the end of last August, Pulisic has 
been continuing his coaching education in 


There will 

definitely be bumps 
in the road. You just have 
to take your team, which 
won’t be the best talent, 
but will be a group 
that will work hard. 


England, and will return to the U.S. with 
the prestigious UEFA “A” USSF “A” and 
European “A” coaching 
licenses. 

“I’m excited to 
be here in 
Detroit and start 
a team from 
scratch,” Pulisic 
said. “The Hantz 
Group has been won¬ 
derful, they’re sending 
a great message for 
indoor soccer I’m excit¬ 
ed to get to work with 
Greg (Bibb). He’s putting a 
lot of trust in me. We’re 
going to work together and 
win.” 

The first joint decision the two 
made together was selecting University 
Michigan grad Ryan Alexander as the 
team’s first pick in the college draft 

Alexander led the Wolverines in scor¬ 
ing in his senior campaign in 2005, posting 
four goals and 11 
points in 17 
games. The 6-1, 
185-pound for¬ 
ward played his 
freshman and 
sophomore years 
at Wake Forest, 
where he totaled 
nine goals and 29 
points in 38 con¬ 
tests. 

Alexander is a 
native of 

Southfield and a product of the University 
of Detroit Jesuit High School, where in 
2001 he was named a Parade All- 
American and dubbed “Mr. Soccer” for 


the State of Michigan. 

“He’s big and athletic and plays well 
with his back to goal, which will translate 
well in indoor soccer,” Bibb said. “The fact 
that he was a local kid was icing on the 
cake. But it was his athleticism and ability 
to play that made him worthy of the num¬ 
ber-one pick.” 

“He was a good college player,” Pulisic 
added. “He should adapt well to the 
indoor game if he comes in with the right 
attitude.” 

Detroit used their first numerical pick 
on midfielder Yohann Mauger from the 
University of Akron. With its second- 
round pick, the Ignition selected forward 
Chris Edwards out of Oakland University. 
Defender John Mariscalco, from Butler 
University, was Detroit’s third-round pick. 

A though excitement ran wild through 
the organization and those involved, 
Pulisic expects some rough waters when 
starting a team from scratch. 

“There will definitely be bumps in the 
road,” he said. “You just have to take your 
team, which won’t be the best talent, but 
will be a group that will work hard. 

“I’m excited,” he added. “What I think I 
bring to the table is hard work and an 
organized team that will play hard.” 

The Ignition will kick off their season 
on a undisclosed date in early November 
and play against teams like the Chicago 
Storm, Milwaukee Wave, Philadelphia 
Kixx, Baltimore Blast, St Lois Streamers, 
Kansas City Comet and California 
Cougars. 

Ticket prices at Compuware will range 
from $22-$40 per game or from $340-$1,360 
for season tickets for 15 home games and 
two playoff games. 

For more information on the Detroit 
Ignition go to www.detroitignition.com. 
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Young, talented Lady Tigers improve on Soccer field 


The Belleville Lady Tiger soc¬ 
cer team may not be considered 
the team to beat in the Mega White 
league, but that doesn’t mean they 
should be overlooked. 

The squad has already matched 
the number of wins they gained 
last season (2) and have enough 
depth and young talent to open up 
some eyes in the Mega conference. 

The team is young. The only 
senior on the team is Maria Mellin, 
a foreign exchange student from 
Finland. 

The rest of the roster is made 
up of juniors, sophomores and a 
record number of freshman—six. 

The lack of experience hasn’t 
hindered the team thus far and, in 
fact, may be a blessing in disguise, 
according to Coach Ron Held. 

“We lost some seniors but that 


made room for some young talent 
to move up,” he said. “We actual¬ 
ly had a feeder program that 
came through for us and pro¬ 
duced some soccer talent Its’ a 
young team, but they have played 
together and it shows. The young 
players have good size and matu¬ 
rity to go along with it” 

The Lady Tigers only loss in the 
first three games was a 2-0 affair at 
Redford Union in the season open¬ 
er on Monday, April 3. However, 
the contest was sooner than Held 
thought He made his final cuts for 
the team on the Friday before, 
allowing for minimal practice time 
for the Monday contest 

“We made our plan on the bus 
ride there,” Held said. “So, we did¬ 
n’t really play together as a team. 
We only had four shots on goal But 


that was to be expected, I guess.” 

With a week of practice before 
their next game at Romulus, the 
Tigers put things together and 
shut out the Eagles, 10-0. The 
mercy rule ended the game with 
about 18 minutes left 

The Tigers lost their scoring 
star Tiffany Chudzinski to gradua¬ 
tion at the end of last season but 
her sister, Pamela Chudzinski, a 
junior forward, is stepping up in 
her place. She scored four of the 
team’s 10 goals against Romulus 
and scored all three in Belleville’s 
3-1 victory against Dearborn 
Fbrdson on Wednesday, April 12— 
Belleville’s last game before 
Spring Break 

Other juniors making the line¬ 
up are midfielder Nicole 
McKeever, goalie and midfielder 


Katie McGrogan, defender 
Kathryn Hotton and forward 
Channelle Bennett. Sophomore 
defenders Toni Zamorski and Erin 
Hill will round out the back field 
and sophomore Morgan Showier 
will help at mid and forward. 

The six freshmen joining the 
ranks include Samantha Cagel, 
who should get the start between 
the posts this week or next, and 
Chelsea King will join the midfield. 

The rest of the freshman squad 
is a sister act Laura Showier, sis¬ 
ter to sophomore defender, 
Morgan; Kristina McKeever, sister 
of junior midfielder, Nicole; and 
midfield sisters Lisa and Ashley 
Butzin will all be double trouble 
for opposing teams. 

“Because of the feeder pro¬ 
gram the younger girls have just 


as much talent as their sisters,” 
Held said. “They are all willing to 
learn their position and learn to 
play at three different positions jl 
and feel comfortable doing it” 
Belleville finished sixth place 
(out of seven) in the Mega White 
last year with a 2-8-3 record. 
Already at 2-1 this year Held 
hopes to keep it going 

“We’ve already achieved what 
we did last year,” he said. “The 
kids are excited about every 
game. I’m excited about the pos¬ 
sibilities of this young team. 
They’re practicing hard, learn¬ 
ing, developing. It’s exciting to 
watch them put it to use.” 

On Monday, the team travels to 
Edsel Fbrd for a 7 p.m. match with 
the Thunderbirds and host Monroe 
at 4 p.m. on Wednesday. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 18, 2006 

Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Clair, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr and 
Trustee Rochowiak. Absent and excused: Clerk Payne. Others in attendance: 
Planning and Economic Development Director Kelley, Public Safety Director 
Champagne, Recreation and Facilities Director Ross, Water and Sewer Director 
Duha, Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline and an audience of eleven (11). 

Supervisor King welcomed newly appointed Trustee Lianne Clair to the Board of 
Trustees and invited the audience to stay for cake and coffee in honor of Trustee 
Clair’s appointment following the Board Meeting. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jahr moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended. Add New Business Item # 12 “To consider the appointment of Trustee 
Clair as the Board representative to the Open Space Committee and as an alternative 
representative for the Wayne County Community Development Advisory Council.” 
Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 

MINUTES: Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the Work Study Session 
Minutes of April 3, 2006 as presented. Carried. 

Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of April 
4, 2006 as presented. Carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Supervisor King read the State of the Township into the 
record and stated following the Board Meeting the “2005 State of the Township” 
video will be aired. 

The American Cancer Society 3rd Annual Relay for Life in Van Buren Township and 
the Belleville Area will be held beginning at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, May 20th and will 
run until 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 21st. Township employees have once again 
entered the Ambassadors team. There is also the American Cancer Society’s Wall of 
Hope Banner being displayed this week in township hall for people to sign. This ban¬ 
ner along with approximately 4,500 other community banners will be displayed at 
Washington D.C. on September 19th and 20th at the “Celebration on the Hill” to 
demonstrate the unity of the entire country in support of cancer survivors, their fami¬ 
lies and continuing research efforts to find a cure for cancer. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the employment 
agreement between the Charter Township of Van Buren and Anthony Mulkey as Parks 
Manager and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the agreement. 
Carried. 

Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the appointment of Mike Collins as the 
Visteon Corporation representative to fill the vacancy on the Local Development 
Finance Authority with term to expire August 12, 2007. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2006-13 revoking the Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate for Olympic Laser Processing. Carried. 

Clair moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2006-14 Urging State to support 
Local Economic Development and Increase Statutory Revenue. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Budd seconded to adopt Resolution 2006-15 the notice of intent to issue 
sanitary sewer system improvement bonds [for equalization basin project]. Carried. 

Rochowiak moved. Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2006-16 expressing intent for 
the Township to reimburse itself with proceeds of sanitary sewer system improvement 
bonds for costs of the improvements and related bond issuance costs [related to equal¬ 
ization basin project]. Carried. 

Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve permit applications by SBC to construct 
underground telecommunication infrastructure in public right of ways in the 
Township permit numbers UT#5618396/M63107/05-1467 and 


UT#5618440/M63107/06-306. Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Clair seconded to receive and file the Executive Summary of the 
Van Buren Township North Huron Valley/Rouge Valley District 2005 Wet Weather 
Sanitary Flow Metering and Analysis Project, and to accept Wade-Trim’s proposal 
dated March 22, 2006 to perform follow-up smoke testing of the sewer on Haggerty 
Road between Van Bom and Ecorse Roads on a time and materials basis, using Rate 
Schedule 2006A, at a cost not to exceed $6,000, and to authorize the Supervisor and 
Clerk to sign the proposal. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Rochowiak seconded to appoint Treasurer Budd as the Board representa¬ 
tive to the Planning Commission. Carried. 

Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the 2006 lawn maintenance contract with 
Salisbury Landscape Group [in an Smount of $69,885] for the 2006 season with the 
ability to execute for a second year if service is satisfactory in the first year and to 
authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the contract. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Hart seconded to approve the appointment of Trustee Clair as the Board 
representative to the Open Space Committee and as an alternative representative for 
the Wayne County Community Development Advisory Council. Carried. 

VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the April 18, 2006 
voucher list as presented. Carried. 

REPORTS: Supervisor King ordered the March 2006 Public Safety Report received 
and filed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Treasurer Budd announced the Bonds were sold today to 
finance the construction of the Fire Station at Hull and Sumpter Roads and to pur¬ 
chase the 42 acres of land adjacent to the township hall property. Further, Supervisor 
King stated the Township has been assigned an “A” bond rating from Standard & 
Poor’s with respect to the Township’s Limited Tax General Obligation Capital 
Improvement bonds series 2006. 

The Recreation Department announced the following events: Open registration has 
begun for summer day camp. Four camps will be held, Tot Camp for ages 4-6, Day 
Camp for ages 7-10, Tween Camp for ages 11-12 and Club Teen for ages 13-15. 
Also, the Van Buren Recreation Department and the Belleville Parks Commission 
proudly present a Detroit Tigers baseball trip on Friday, July 21st which will include a 
fireworks show after the game. The cost is $15 per person, which covers transporta¬ 
tion and admission. For further information please call 734.699.8921. 

The Drive-In Dog Clinic will be held on Saturday, May 13th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at the Water and Sewer building located behind Township Hall. Dog licenses are 
available in the Treasurer’s Office. 

The next Board Meeting will be May 16th due to the annual school election on May 
2nd. 

Michigan’s Lieutenant Governor Cherry will be the guest speaker at the Southwestern 
Wayne Democratic Club meeting to be held on Thursday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. at 
Local 89 located on Textile Road. 

AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): Supervisor King reminded everyone attending 
the Board Meeting to stay for cake and coffee to celebrate Trustee Clair’s appoint¬ 
ment to the Board and encouraged all to sign the American Cancer Society’s Wall of 
Hope Banner. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Rochowiak moved, Hart seconded to adjourn at 9:30 p.m. 
Carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 

Cindy C. King 
Township Supervisor 

Publish: April 27, 2006 
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Family and friends of the Lockhart family celebrate Brittany’s signing at her home in 
Canton. 
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Track star 
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I’m level on all of them. They're all equal 
as far as talent and I like to do all of them. 
But I guess high jump comes a little easier 
to me than the other events. 

She has enjoyed most of her success 
running in the summer and the winter 
indoor season with her club team, the 
Michigan Accelerators. 

Brittany has run and medalled at 
United States Amateur Track and Field 
(USATF) championships at the regional, 
state and national level in her career with 
the Accelerators, according to Coach 
James Hall. She’s traveled all over the 
country to compete with them, run on 
their indoor circuits and has been a part 
of their nationally listed relay teams. She’s 
been all area, all conference and compet¬ 
ed at last year’s Michigan High School 
Athletic Association (MHSAA) state finals. 

Hall expects Lockhart to qualify for at 
least four events at the state meet this year 
and expects her to be in the top three in at 
least three of those events. 

“I don’t know why she runs the events 
she does, she just loves to compete, loves 
to nm..all of our good ones are like this,” 
Hall said. “She’s just an angel. Quiet un¬ 
assuming, humble. She never once, since I 
had her, complain about a practice. She 
has a unique balance of strength, speed 
and stamina If we told her to run the mile 
in a meet she could finish in the top-five. 
Coach Marty Wagner says she could run 
the 800 meters in under 2:20.00 which 
would make her one of the best in the 
state. Five college coaches, upon seeing 
her, envisioned her as a heptathalete on 
the next leveL This is what Jackie Joyner- 
Kersey was.” 


Lockhart hopes what she has learned 
and worked for will pay off at Eastern. 

“I think I’m a hard worker,” she said. “I 
think I have a lot to bring to Eastern, hope¬ 
fully some NCAA championships and 
more medals—more titles. 

Otis Lockhart said the Accelerators are 
big reason for her success. 

“Her being on the Accelerators is prob¬ 
ably about the only thing that helped her,” 
he said. ‘The coaches are excellent and 
they really helped with her development 
They were the major player in her growth. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that her 
aggressiveness toward the sport and will¬ 
ingness to learn, she’ll be doing great 
things at the next level,” he added. “She’s 
at the beginning of her development right 
now—she doesn’t know what her poten¬ 
tial is. She has so much talent it’s unbe¬ 
lievable.” 

He describes his daughter as being 
very kindhearted and easygoing off the 


track but very different on it He noticed 
her tremendous athletic potential and 
competitive streak when they would play 
basketball together. 

“It’s kind of like a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,” he said. “If you talked with her on 
the street you wouldn’t think that she was 
that competitive. Once she gets into that 
competitive mode she’s a different per- 
soa She’s a lot more tenacious than I used 
to be. She doesn’t have any friends when it 
comes to competing.” 

Hall feels a lot of Lockhart’s success as 
an athlete is due to her upbringing. 

“The type of person she is, is reflective 
of her rearing,” he said. “Her and her 
father have a special relationship. It’s like 
fire and ice sometimes, but always a 
mutual admiration society I see them all 
the time and she adores him and he 
adores her. They’ve been through a lot 
together is all I can say and he’s her 
biggest fan.” 


Tragedy hit the Lockhart household 
when Lockhart’s mother died when she 
was 11. Her two older sisters , Whitney 
and Tiffany, were already out of the nest 
and living their separate lives, leaving 
Lockhart and her father on their own. The 
two formed an unbreakable bond and an 
undying admiration for one another. 

“I really appreciate him for all that he 
does for me,” she said. “He’s the one that 
is always running me to practice and back 
and forth to work and everything that he 
has going oa And, he’s always at my track 
meets. He’s my biggest fan and a big 
coach—always helping me.” 

“We are very close,” Otis said. “When 
you only have each other you don’t have 
anyone else.” 

Hall said Lockhart’s choices were nar¬ 
rowed down between EMU and Western 
Michigan University 

“Coach Steve Lewis at EMU saw her 
run three times and asked me each time: 
‘Can I get her to come to EMU?”’ Hall 
said. “He thinks she will be one of the best 
400-meter hurdlers to come around in 
quite some time. I believe finally it was 
the current girls Crystal Dooley and 
Patrice Beasley at EMU; the tradition of 
MAC Championships at EMU; and the 
assurance Brittany would get continued 
development from Coach Lewis that 
closed the deal. Everybody loves Brit and 
is happy for hen She deserves it” 

Eastern is only the first step of many 
for the young star that started running 
track on a whim. 

“When I started in track it was com¬ 
pletely for fun and I never thought it 
would lead to this,” Lockhart said. “This 
gives me an opportunity to study for free, 
for one, and also encourages me to look 
forward to a professional level. I’m grate¬ 
ful for everything that I have and I look 
forward to my future at Eastern.” 




Residential 

Commercial 


313 - 311-5813 

36543 Ann Arbor Trail • Livonia 


Insured 

Workman's Com 
& Liability 


Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
Shrub Removal 


Stump Grinding 
loot Grinding 

Lot Clearing • Residential Snow 


Wayne-Westland Community Schools, grades K-5, 
now offer ALL WAYNE COUNTY RESIDENTS a... 


Great Choice. 




Call 734-419-2083 
for an application 
or information 
or log on to 
wwcsd.net. 


Wayne- 

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 


The enrollment period is limited so 
contact us soon to discover the many 
advantages of enrolling your child in 
the Wayne-Westland Community 
School District. 


North-Centrally accredited, Wayne- 
Westland offers award-winning, 
innovative programs to assure every 
student a high-quality education and 
a jump start on college. 
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Cuthead 


Brian Stotz pitched a two-hitter in the second game of a double- 
header against L’Anse Cruese last week, leading the Wildcats to 
a 13-3 victory. L’Anse Cruese won the first game, 5-1. 


‘Free Programmable 
Thermostat With Every 
RUUD A/C Installation 

A $100.00 Value 


*Pre^Season ~ 
Air Conditioning 
Tune Up 

$69.00 


T ' Installation of any RUUD - 
Furnace and A/C 
Package Installation 


I 


$200.00 Off 


Present Coupon at Time Of Sale I Present Coupon at Time Of Sale I Present Coupon at Time Of Sale 
^^r&^lr^5/1/06 _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^jOfferExpires 5/1/06_I_Offer Expires 5/1/06 


'Some RestrictionrApp?^ CaTFondetails ~~ *~"~*"* 


: 734-732-1831 Fax:734-941- 


LICENSED • INSURED • EMERGENCY SERVICE 


We pay 2Vz Cents per Pound 

Newspaper, Magazines, Cardboard, Junk Mail and Office Paper. 
We buy Aluminum, Copper, Brass and all other types of metal. 

Call For Current Prices! 

Our hours arc 7 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday, Saturday 8 am to 12 pm 
We are located at 30880 Smith Rd in Romulus between Merriman and Middlebelt 

Call us for current prices or directions 

!H£^N(734) 721-0197 


Pace 12 ■ Bit 


Geoff's Heating & Cooling LLC. 

Service All Mates 1 «^ 1 ‘ ! " A ’' 


Got Old Junk? 

Is it Paper? Is it Metal? 


Sports 


Belleville, Plymouth battle it out at Milan Tournament 


While most baseball teams 
were sitting idle during Spring 
Break, the Belleville Tigers and 
the Plymouth Wildcats met for the 
second time this season 

The Saturday contest at the 
Milan Tournament gave the Tigers 
a chance to redeem their opening- 
season doubleheader losses to the 
‘Cats. Belleville took full advantage 
of the occasion and pulled out a 9- 
5 seventh-inning victory. 

The game was tied, 5-5, at the 
bottom of the seventh. Belleville’s 
senior first baseman Jeff Price 
stepped up to the plate with bases 
loaded and hit a walk-off grand 
slam to put the game away, 9-5, for 
the Tigers. 

Belleville led through the first 
four innings, knocking in two runs 
in the first and one in the second 
for a 3-0 advantage. Plymouth cut 
into the lead with a run scored in 
the fourth and tied it up in the fifth 
with two more runs. Belleville 
went back in front with a run in 
the sixth but the ‘Cats rallied in 
two scores at the top of the sev¬ 
enth, taking a 54 lead. Belleville’s 
Josh Lemens crossed the plate, 
making it 5-5, and setting up Price 
at the bottom of the frame. 

Belleville tops Willow 
Run in doubleheader 

Belleville won both games of a 
doubleheader against Willow Run 
last Wednesday. 

The Tigers had 24 hits and 24 
runs on the day, winning the first 
game, 14-0, in four innings and the 
second, 104 

Putnam only allowed one hit in 
the first game for the win. Lemons 
hit a two-run homer in the first to 
get things rolling. The Tigers never 
looked back with hits from Sullens 
(triple, double), Price (two dou¬ 
bles), Brenden Madaj (triple, dou¬ 
ble) and Kevin Vandivien 

Sparkman earned the win from 
the mound in the second game. 

Belleville also gained a 5-3 vic¬ 
tory against Trenton the day before 
Spring Break started. 

Madaj hit a two-run homer in 
the third for the triumph. 
Sparkman earned the W from the 
mound. Belleville is now 2-1 in the 
Mega Red. 

For Belleville softball, go to 
www.joumalgroup.com. 


Plymouth’s Alex Harvey left the 
game in the seventh, which put 
Nate McManus on the mound. 

“It was a tough loss,” said 
Plymouth Coach Chuck Adams. 
“We had a chance to slam the door 
but just couldn’t make the routine 
plays and get the ball over the 
plate in the seventh to put them 
away.” 

Belleville’s Josh Sparkman 
earned the win from the mound. 

“It was an exciting game,” said 
Belleville Coach Chris Dessellier. 
“We thought we had them and 
then Plymouth scored two in the 
seventh to tie. The kids played 
well and didn’t give up.” 

Both teams struggled against a 
tough Grandville team. 

Plymouth 1, Grandville 12 

Grandville’s Ryan Lind threw a 
one-hitter and the team went 
errorless to move past Plymouth, 
12-1, in six innings. 

The first two innings remained 
scoreless until the Bulldogs took 
advantage of Plymouth’s seven 
errors. Grandville knocked in two 
in the third and two in the fourth 
for a 4-1 lead. The ‘Dogs added 
three in the fifth and five in the 
sixth for the mercy. 


Brandon Winowicki suffered 
the loss for Plymouth. 

“I was not pleased with out 
defensive effort in this game but 
you have to take your hat off to 
Grandville,” Adams said. “They 
were one of the best high school 
baseball teams I have seen in a 
long time. It was good experience 
to face a team of that caliber. It 
helps us see where we need to go 
as a team.” 

The Bulldogs were undefeated, 

8- 0, to that point in the tourna¬ 
ment Plymouth slid to 5-6. 

Plymouth heads to FYanklin at 4 
p.ra on Friday and hosts Canton at 
4 p.m. on Monday and Stevenson 
at 4 p.m. on Wednes-day. 

Belleville 1, Grandville 5 

Grandville upped its record to 

9- 0 when they defeated the Tigers, 
5-1, in the following round. 

Belleville had the bases loaded 
in the sixth with score 5-1 in favor 
of the Bulldogs but a controversial 
call by the umpire left the game in 
favor of Grandville, according to 
Dessellier 

“We thought we had them in the 
sixth,” he said, “but the umpire 
made a bad call. I tried arguing 
with him and tried to get thrown 


out but he wouldn’t do it. I was 
pretty upset about it I said: if he 
was going to umpire our next game 
we weren’t even going to show up 
for it” 

Phillip Sullens, James O’Keefe, 
Price and Josh Lemons had hits in 
the game. 

Kevin Putnam pitched a four- 
hitter with 10 strikeouts and eight 
walks. 

It was thunder rather than the 
umpire that cancelled Belle-ville’s 
consolation match up against 
Allen Park 

Belleville played a rivalry 
match against Southgate at home 
but the results were unavailable at 
press time. They host Allen Park at 
4 p.m. on Monday and travel to 


Garden City for a 4 p.a match with 
the Cougars on Wednesday. 


BAKERY 
j ©UTLEY 

I 13280 Newburgh Rd., Livonia 

Between Schoolcraft & Plymouth Rd. 

734 = 464=1743 


I 


121*12 

Red Line & Value Packs, Outside Brands 
& Outside Products Not Included 
Must Purchase 12 Units to Get Special. 

VALID AT EMTENMANN'S BAKERY OUTLET ONLY J 

1 


enior 


o 

(Creative images 
done on location, 
in studio, 
color and 

Michael Reynolds 

Photography 
1 ? 2 Liberty Plymouth 


( 734)721 -2600 


IS PROUD TO WELCOME BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 


TED HAS OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

STOP IN & SEE TED FOR YOUR NEXT 
FORD OR LINCOLN MERCURY 
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1. Obituaries 


c Deacon Lue Walter 
(L.W.) Stephens 
May 25, 1919 
April 19, 2006 
Lue Walter (L.W.) 
Stephens, 86 of 
Westland passed 
away April 19. He 
was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife 
Veola Mae Mary 
He leaves behind 4 chil¬ 
dren: Walter 
Stephens (Corliss), 
Joyce Cassells of 
San Francisco,CA, 
Charles Stephens, 
(Sharon). Jean Murphy 
(Larry) of Evanston.il. 
He has one remaining 
sister, Lily Cunningham 
of Cleveland, Ohio, 
a host of grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
many nieces 
and nephews and a 
host of friends in 
church and community. 
Funeral Services were 
at Peoples Community 
Baptist Church with 
Rev.Roscoe Belton 
eulogizing and 
Evangelist Cross 
officiating. Internment 
was at Knoll wood 
Cemetery in Canton. 
Arrangements 
were entrusted to Chapel 
of Chimes 
Funeral Home 
in Inkster 


9. Lost & Found 


Lost in downtown 
Plymouth 

Six month old, small, 
white, fluffy Bijon 
puppy. Answers to 
“Eddie”. Has red 
collar w/tag and 
phone #. Please call 
313-206-4891 daytime 
or evenings at 
734-846-4807 
REWARD 


30. Help Wanted 


Engineer: Yazaki North 
America, Inc. is looking for 
an individual to fill the fol¬ 
lowing position at its 
Canton, Ml location: 
DESIGN ENGINEER to 
develop and engineer con¬ 
nectors using CAD model¬ 
ing SDRC IDEAS (2D & 
3D) or equivalent. 
Bachelor’s in Mechanical 
Engineering, and course- 
work or experience in CAD 
modeling software, FEA 
software, APQP, DFMEA, 
DVP&R, SPC, and PPAR 
required. Please send 
resumes to K. Rupert, 
Yazaki North America, 
6801 Haggerty Road-18E, 
Canton, Ml 48187. 
INCLUDE CODE JVN. 


Quality Control 
Engineer (QCE) 
Saturn Electronics 
Corp. (Romulus) in 
need of a (QCE) 
Bachl’s in Production 
Engineering or relevant 
degree, 1 yr exp. as a 
QCE required. Please 
send resume to: HR: 
28450 Northline Rd 
Romulus, Ml 48174 


34. Specialized 
Services 


LEEF LAWN CARE 
Mowing, Edging, 
Rotatilling, Spring 
and Fall Clean-Ups, 
Gutters and More 
GREAT RATES. Call 
734-891-8703 


Have your business cards 
laminated and/or made 
into luggage tags. Great 
for luggage, brief case, 
golf bags, athletic bags, 
bowling bags. etc. etc. 

Proceeds got to the 
Barbara Ann Karmanos 
Cancer Institute. For more 
info call 734-453-6797 


Need help looking for 
someone in your family 
tree? Want to know where 
great-grandpa was born? 
Local genealogy services 
available at very reason 
able rates. Call 734-260- 
1069 for more info. 


Retired Handyman 
Electrical, plumbing, small 
appliances, carpentry. 
Minimum $65 
Call anytime 
734-658-1077 


SPRING IS COMING! 

Time to clean up 
10 & 30yd Dumpsters 
for unwanted items 
(Mention this ad for 10% 
discount) 

(734) 544-4640 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


AVON 

Needs Representatives 
NOW!!! 

Earn up to 50% 
Heather 734-765-4496 


DRIVER: NO EXPERI¬ 
ENCE, No Problem: Tuition 
Paid training. CDL-A in 2 
1/2 weeks! Tuition reim¬ 
bursement for recent grad¬ 
uates! Must be 21. Call 
CRST Van Expedited. 800- 
553-2778. 


DRIVERS Are you getting 
the pay and Hometime 
you deserve? Roehl dri¬ 
vers are! Practical Route 
Mileage Pay! Sign-on 
bonus. Students Welcome. 
Class A required. EOE Call 
7 days a week 877-774- 
5313 www.GoRoehl.com 


DRIVER - KNIGHT TRANS¬ 
PORTATION - "Your 
Hometown National 
Carrier 1 ' Regional Runs 
Open for O/O's & 
Company Drivers. Long 
Hauls for Road Warriors. 
Call! We Got What You 
Need - 888-346-4639, 
www.knighttrans.com. 
Class-A CDL/6 months 
OTR. 


HIRING FOR 2006 
POSTAL Jobs. $18/hour 
starting. Avg. pay 
$57K/year. Federal 
Benefits. No experience 
Needed. 1-800-584-1775 
Ref#P8901 


54. Rummage 
Sales 


TAYLOR 
Rummage Sale 
St. Paul’s Church 
24158 Goddard Rd. 
(W. of Telegraph) 
May 4 (9-5pm) 

May 5 (9-4pm) 

May 6 (9-11am) 
Furniture, Tools, 
Household Items 
VERY GOOD 
Clothing & Misc. Items 



Multi-family garage sale. 
Furniture, collectables, 
books, records, small 
kitchen appliances, sports 
equipment, and much 
more! 

9343 Caprice Dr. Plymouth 
April 29 & 30 
9:00am - 5:00pm 


59. Auctions 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
Sunday, May 7, 10:00AM 
Fort Knox Self Storage 
39205 Ford Rd., Westland 
(734) 981-0700 
www.fortknoxmi.com 

In accordance with 
Michigan law, Fort Knox 
Self Storage will sell to the 
highest bidder, the entire 
contents of each of the fol¬ 
lowing storage units. All 
units contain common 
household goods unless 
otherwise noted. 

#535-B. Porter 
#381-M. Oakley 
#297-J. Merritt 
#538-R. Glasford 
#255-R. Peterson 
#188-A. Vanderzand 
#360-S. Zarzycki II 
#227-R. Gregg 
#069-A. Weeks 


On May 6th, 2006, the Van 
Buren Township Police 
Department will conduct a 
public auction of impound¬ 
ed and abandoned vehi¬ 
cles. The auction will begin 
at 10:00am, at J&T Towing 
and Storage, 237 Industrial 
Dr. Belleville Ml, County of 
Wayne, where the follow¬ 
ing will be offered for sale 
to the highest bidder. 

1996 DODGE 4D 
3P3ES47C0TT312995 
1994 CHEVROLET 4D 


2G1WL52M6S1113272 
1995 FORD PU 
1FTEF15Y9SNB75832 
1993 DODGE 2D 
1B3XW24K7PN55899 
1993 FORD 4D 
2FACP74W7PX114241 
1992 CHRYSLER 4D 
1C3XV66R9ND860511 
1995 PONTIAC 4D 
1G2NW55M7SC823012 
1983 BUICK 2D 
1G4AM4744DH966556 
1984VOLKSWAGEN CV 
WVWCA0150EK003593 

Upon completion, the auc¬ 
tion will move to Great 
Lakes Towing and storage, 
42350 Van Born Rd. 
Belleville Ml, County of 
Wayne, where the follow¬ 
ing vehicles will be offered 
for sale to the highest bid¬ 
der. 

1992 OLDSMOBILE 4D 
1G3WH54TXND317062 
2002 MERCURY 4D 
4M2ZU86E92UJ15828 
2002 MERCURY 4D 
1MEFM55S42G627623 
1999 CHEVROLET 4D 
1GNDT13W4XK107220 
1995 FORD 4D 
1FALP52UXSG239478 
1990 TOTOTA 2D 
JT2AT86F5L0006704 
1995 DODGE PU 
1B7HC16Y9SS117158 
1998 FORD ST 
2FMDA5149WBB24784 
1993 FORD 4D 
1FALP5242PG247002 

All vehicles are sold in "as 
is condition". Bidding on 
all impounded vehicles will 
start at the amount due for 
towing and storage. 
Vehicles may be deleted 
from this list at any time 
prior to the start of the 
auction. 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Van Buren Township Clerk 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
That on 05/25/06 at 1:00 
pm 

The following will be sold 
By competitive bidding at 
The Storroom Self Storage 
40600 Michigan Avenue, 
Canton, Ml 
Space Number: 630 
Patricia L. Hootman 
Misc. small appliances, 
Household furnishings, 
Toys, Hand Tools, misc. 
Boxes/bags, Recreation 
And Lawn care equipment 

Space Number: 616 
Ramon Ramos 
Misc. small appliances, 
Household furnishings, 
Misc. boxes/bags, hand 


Tools, recreation equip.; 
Office equip., other misc. 
Items. 

Space Number: 736 
Barbara Hughes 
Misc. small appliances, 
Household furnishings, 
Misc. boxes/bags, TV, 
Household goods, toys, 
Other misc. items 

Space Number: 522 
Jamine Wardlaw 
Household appliances, 
Household goods and 
Furnishings, TV, 
Small appliances, misc. 
Boxes/bags, recreation 
And exercise equipt., 
Other misc. items. 


61. Misc. Items 


8 Pc. Cherry 
Sleigh Bed Bedroom 
Suite. All NEW in 
boxes with warranty. 
Values $2,100. 
Sacrifice $795. 
Delivery available. 
248-449-5699 


KING Size 3 piece 
non-flip Pillow Top 
Mattress and Box Set. 
Brand “NEW’ in orig. 

wrapper with full 
manufacturer warranty. 
$240 -(734)721-3799 


Huge Comic Book 
CollectionFor Sale 
call 734-354-6387 


New Computer 
Armoire 
Antique White 
Call for details 
248-349-7042 


FOR SALE 

Shindaiwa Weed Trimer 
leaks gas if filled up all the 
way. Otherwise it is in 
great shape. 

Asking $65.00 
734-620-0334 


NEW Sofa and Loveseat 
in crate 

with full manufac¬ 
turer life-time warranty. 
Micro-fiber, beige. 

Delivery avail. 
Sacrifice for ONLY 
$495.00 
(734) 637-2012 


Mixing bowl set designed 
to please a cook with 
round bottom for efficient 
beating. 
734-620-0334 


Queen Size 
Orthopedic Pillow 
Top Mattress Set 
’’New” in plastic w/full 
factory warranty. Can 
deliver. $140.00 
734-326-2744 


73. Musical 
Merchandise 


WANTED 

Musical Instruments 
Any Condition! 
248-842-5064 


87. Rooms For Rent 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low dailyand 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
HBO. Call 734-721-1220 
Tel-96 Inn 313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


WAYNE 
Victorian Style 
2 Bedroom upper flat 
No pets. $595/month 
plus security. 

734-326-5025 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 
available 2 & 3 BR 
duplexes, and single 
family homes. Section 
8 welcome. Lead safe 
units available. 
Professional full-time 
management. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 


PLYMOUTH 

Under New Management 
McCool Apartments 
Spacious 1 & 2 BR Apts. 
All Appliances 
Assigned Parking 
734-453-0885 


WAYNE 

Near Wayne Road Very 
quiet and clean 
1-bedroom. Heat and 
water included. 

Ideal for singles and 
retirees. 

No Pets 

$450/month with approved 
credit 

Sec. 8 welcome 
313-561-9818 
or 313-247-2075 


WAYNE, Ml 
Quiet 1 Bedroom 
Well maintained 
Heat/water/A/C inc. 

No pets 

Great for singles & retirees 
$470/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-878-0859 


95. Real Estate 


KALKASKA COUNTY 
5 Wooded Acres near 
Torch Lake. Secluded 
home site or camping 
base. County blacktop 
road, electric & telephone. 

Abundant wildlife. 
Driveway and cleared site. 
$34,900 

$500 down, $430/mon. 

11 % Land Contract 
www.northernlandco.com 
Northern Land Company 
800-968-3118 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


BELLEVILLE 
3BR Ranch, 2.5 car 
garage, security alarm 
C/A, Sec. 8 welcome 
$1100/mon. 
734-697-0145 
INKSTER 

Garage, air, remodeled 
Fenced 4 pets 
$575 

INKSTER 
3BR, garage 
Newly remodeled 
$650 

Many Homes Available 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


Worship Directory 


Christ tTeinpfe Apostolic Jaitft Church 

DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 

£ f Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 

12 J Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m.) 

£ (^Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-l :30 p.m.) 

* ^Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 


29124 Eton Street • Westland, Ml 48186 • 734-326-3833 

A 

Sunday School 10A.M. - Service 11A.M. 

Mp* Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:30P.M. 

Pastor Earl Duncan 

"|/q\ 

k Momingstar Church 


28563 Pardo 

< Garden City, MI 48135 


734-367-3029 




BRATCHER ELECTRIC 

COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Remodeling • Service • City Repairs 


734-722-0037 m 

35728 Van Born • Wayne 


60. Miscellaneous Items for Sale 


Inkster High School will be hosting an equipment sale 

on April 24 28, 2006 from 7:00 AM until 4:30 PM at: 

Inkster High School, 3250 Middlebelt Road, Inkster, Michigan. 

The sale will include automotive and printing equipment such as: 

BRAKE LATHE MDL #6900 

CAR LIFT 7000 LB 

STEAM CLEANER GAS 

ENGINE ANALYZER 

RIDING LAWN MOWER 18HP 

TRUCK-FORD 250 

BEAD BREAKER COATS 10-10 

MT 460/406/552 

CEMENT MIXER MDL #4-HN 

8 CYL ENGINE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 125 ELEC. 

PLATE MAKER 

ALTERNATOR TESTER MT645 

KILM ELEC. 

POWER MATIC MDL #221 

OFFSET DUPLICATOR #960 

GM COMPUTER TEST CTR. 

PRESS CHANDLER PRICE 

PICTURE DEVELOPER NVARC 

MULTIGRAPH DUPLICATOR #1000 

OTM MACHINERY INC #3452 

ENGINE TEST CENTER W/FORD 4.6L V8 
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INKSTER 
Single home, 3BR 
Penn Street 
313-861-9000 


Located in Wayne 
3 Bdrm. - $900.00/mo. 
includes water, 
non-smoker 
No pets. 

Lease agreement 
subject to credit check 
Call 734-721-8086 


ROMULUS 
Air, 2 car garage 
Pets negotiable 
Sec. 8 ok 
$750 

ROMULUS 

Near school, central air 
Available now! 
$850 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


ROMULUS- 
House for rent 
1-94 and Wayne Rd. 

3 Bedroom, full basement, 
2 car garage, 
no pets 
$975/month 
734-657-3267 


WAYNE 
Available Now! 
Fenced 4 pets, hardwood 
$725 

BELLEVILLE 
3BR, basement, shed 
Appliances 
$850 

All Cities Available 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


WESTLAND 
Deck, 2 car garage 
Fenced 4 pets 
$650 

WESTLAND 
Available Now! 
Fenced 4 pets 
Sec. 8 ok 
$740 

Several Homes 
Available 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


105. Mobile 

Homes-Lots 


CANTON 
Owner financed 
2&3 BR Mobile Homes 
as low as $100/mon. 
plus lot rental 
Call Jim: 
313-277-1907 


RENT OR 
RENT TO OWN 
Pinegrove - Old Orchard 
Mobile Home Parks 
$75 / wk and up 
Ask about our 
Senior Citizen Programs 
Call Today! 
313-562-2671 


106. Houses For 
Sale 


INKSTER 

Quiet, clean homeowner 
neighborhood. 

New roof, siding, windows 
and carpeting. 
Freshly painted. 

2-car garage, fenced yard, 
full basement 
Immediate occupancy 
Must see! 

$69,900 

Land Contract Available 
Call 313-584-5400 and ask 
for Rita or Terry 


107. Condos/Town- 
houses for Sale 


PLYMOUTH 
Gorgeous 2BR/2BA, 
upscale condo in beautiful 
Downtown Plymouth. 
Reduced-Must Sell! 
$229,900 
734-416-8176 


112. Commercial 
Lease 


Office Space for Lease - 
Downtown Wayne - locat¬ 
ed on Mich. Ave. Call 734- 
729-4555 for more info. 


115. Autos For 
Sale 


2005 Rendezvous 
Front Wheel Drive 
16,000 Miles 

Power mirrors, locks, win¬ 
dows, seat, 
moonroof 

17” Aluminum Sport 
Wheels 

Cruise, tilt, CD, wiper 
delay, OnStar, rear air/heat, 
radio controls in steering 
wheel, rear wiper/washer, 
lumbar seats, keyless 
entry, alarm system 
Call Pete Magic @ 
734-525-0900 


118. Freebies 


6’x9’ Alexander Smith 
Colonial pattern 
oval rug $45 
734-455-2689 


Call 

734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad. 


I UQiL 

Top $$$ Paid 
For Junk, Disabled or 
Wrecked Cars 
Drive it in or we’ll pick it up 
CTS AUTO PARTS 
16007 Pardee, Taylor 
(Just North of Wm. F. Sell) 
(734) 282-1700 


Check out the the latest news and 
classified listings on the web. 
Go to www.journalgroup.com 


Call 734-467-1900 
to place your ad. 



DIRECTORY 


Cmm* 


36885 GODDARD 
ROMULUS 
734-941-9200 
WILLIAM A. CRANE 


FUNERAL HOME 



Harry J. Will 

** Funeral Homes 

34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

(734) 721-5600 

Tom Lynch • Manager Also in Livonia 

Jim Henley • Director & Redford 


UHTFUNERAL HOME 

Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 

35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 • (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE • FAX 278-7314 

(y| IkfeiuifuiwralHorn* 

“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 

3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
313-278-6300 Inkster, Ml 48141 


89. Apartments for Rent 




Westgate Tower 

is now offering 
One Bedroom Apartments for 
Persons 62 and older starting at 
just $381 per month!* 

Start Saving Today! 

Call (784) 729'2900 

www.associated-mana^mentcom 

EquaLHousing Opportunity <^v 

{ — 1 * incomeTimits apply 


DIRECTORY 


Oakland IVIanor^Al ARTMENTS 

Inksfer-Adull Community • Mode^ Apartments 

FROM ^ V 

yi0/1710. Over 640( 

fiMonth special) 1 BedrdSml 

$99.00 Security Deposit w/approved credit 


Central Air & Heat • Garbage Disposal 
• Large Walk-In Closets 
Ample Off-Street Parking • Laundry Facilities 


• 1 Block n. of Michigan Avenue -15 minutes 
to Metro Airport, Amtrac, Ford Village 
■ Smart Bus Transportation to Downtown Detroit 

£hort Term Lease Available. 

CALL 

734-718-8409 L ^jLL3i92'01 



• Complete Maintenance 

• Tune-Ups 

• Engine Diagnosis 

• Air Conditioning Service 

• Transmission Repair 

• Radiators 

• Performance Exhaust 

• 4x4 Repair 

• Engine Replacement 

• Electric Repair 

• Brakes & Suspension 

• Major & Minor Engine Repairs 

• Computerized System Repair 

• Batteries 

• Starters 

• Alternators 

• Performance Upgrades 

• Towing Available 

• Belts & Hoses 

• Cooling System Service 

• Lift And Lower Kits 


DOMESTIC & IMPORT 


rANY ! 

| REPAIR i 

15% I 
Discount | 

Parts And Labor 
I $100 Maximum Discount 

With coupon. 1 per visit. 

Cannot be combined. 

Expires 05-31-06 1 

i WMm7&£ 5Wez I 

DIAGNOSTIC a COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR S 
I 1 DOMESTIC & IMPORT 

I 33073 MICHIGAN AVE. 

(734)722-9900 j 


33073 MICHIGAN AVE. 

<734,722-9900 


r~CAR SPECIAL 

Nitrogen 

Fill 

for tires 
$6 each 


With coupon. 1 per visit. 
Cannot be combined. 
Expires 05-31-06 




DIAGNOSTIC A COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR S 
1 DOMESTIC & IMPORT 1 

33073 MICHIGAN AVE. 

<734)722-9900 j 


[free 

I A/C 
| INSPECTION 

For most cars * 

■ *Refrigerant additional charge 

With coupon. 1 per visit. 
Cannot be combined. 
Expires 05-31-06 

I W^U7v7 MMki 

DIAGNOSTIC a COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR S 
I 1 DOMESTIC & IMPORT | 

I 33073 MICHIGAN AVE. 

1734)722-9900 


12 Month/12,000 Mile Warranty 
ASK MANAGER FOR DETAILS 

All Mechanics 
Are State Certified 

BnBHiHHHi^pec/af/zfng in Automotive Electronics” 

DIAGNOSTIC & COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 


t 


I 
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Teacher of the Year award goes 
to local Romulus instructor 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 

Marilyn Wood walks into her 
kindergarten classroom at Wick 
Elementary knowing she can’t 
afford to have a bad day. 

“Every day, I try to send the 
kids home a little smarter than 
they were the day before,” she 
said. “It’s my goal every day to 
make sure the students are excit¬ 
ed about learning so they want to 
come back and learn more.” 

Wood, 56, has put those ideals 
and the skills she’s honed after 
34 years of teaching to good use, 
and it’s been noticed: she was 
named the Wayne County RESA 
(Regional Education Service 
Agency) “Teacher of the Year” for 
2005. It’s the second consecutive 
year that a Romulus teacher was 
given the award. Wood will col¬ 
lect her award at a RESA-spon- 
sored dinner next month. 

‘Tm really honored,” she said. 
“I feel like I’ve won the Oscar of 
education.” 

Kindergarten - both in terms 
of teacher and student expecta¬ 
tions - has changed since Wood 
graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University with her 
bachelor’s degree in education 


degree in hand 34 years ago. 
Today, students are expected to 
read, write, and be able to recog¬ 
nize and understand sets of num¬ 
bers. Wood - who began her 
career as a student teacher in 
Romulus prior to earning her 
degree - said she’s been able to 
adapt with the changes. 

Wood's viewpoint on educa¬ 
tion is based on a results-orient- 
ed approach that makes learning 
fun, and sets a foundation she 
hopes students will adhere to 
during their educational careers. 

“We don’t have time to do all of 
the art projects and things we did 
before, but it’s OK,” she said. “It’s 
just really different - if kids miss 
out on what they learn here, it 
can be detrimental to them later 
on. Kindergarten is really like 
the end of the first grade.” 

Her approach is working, 
according to district numbers. 
About 75 to 100 percent of district 
students are meeting government 
standards for kindergarteners. 
Often times, Wood said she relies 
on philanthropic and social pro¬ 
grams as well as academics. 

Wood’s programs include the 
Learning to Give effort, which is 
a district-wide program that 
helps students understand early 


on how they can impact the lives 
of the less fortunate. Her stu¬ 
dents have planned fundraisers, 
to the best of their abilities, to 
help rebuild Maybury Farm in 
Northville after it was destroyed 
by fire three years ago. Another 
project was raising money for the 
University of Michigan Mott 
Children’s Hospital. Black 
History Month programs also fig¬ 
ure prominently in Wood’s lesson 
plans. 

But academics are where 
Wood’s performance stands out, 
according to Debbie Juriga, the 
principal at Wick 

“Marilyn consistently uses cre¬ 
ative techniques that deliver a 
rich curriculum to each and 
every child,” she said. “She 
accomplishes this through a vari¬ 
ety of high interest strategies and 
settings that include direct 
instruction and small group and 
individual instruction sessions. 
Marilyn has developed 15 excit¬ 
ing learning centers where stu¬ 
dents enrich their learning in 
reading, writing, and mathemat¬ 
ics.” 

Wood said that being a good 
teacher also means working out¬ 
side of the classroom for the bet¬ 
terment of students. 



Romulus, M l 40174 

^ r?OA\ CkA o on 


Wick kindergarten teacher Marilyn Wood is surrounded by some of 
her students. She was named Wayne County Regional Educational 
Service Agency Teacher of the Year at ceremonies earlier this month. 


“Committee work keeps you in 
touch with parents and other 
teachers, which is a good thing 
because you can share informa¬ 
tion,” she said. “It keeps you 
thinking about different ways you 
can teach the students.” 

The teacher’s outside activi¬ 
ties include: development of a 
new student packet to prepare 
parents for the first year of 
school, creating a more user- 
friendly report card for kinder¬ 
garten students, organizing par¬ 
ent workshops, and developing 
summer educational programs. 

Wood also serves as the 
Romulus representative on the 
Wayne Reading Council, is a rep¬ 
resentative on the district Parent- 
Teacher Organization, has served 
as the treasurer of the Romulus 


Education Association, and is a 
member of the Wick Elementary 
School Improvement Team. 

Schools Superintendent Joel 
Carr said he’s impressed with the 
award. 

“There are 33 school districts 
with many outstanding teachers 
in Wayne County, and the 
Romulus School District is again 
highly honored to have (Wood) 
selected as the teacher of the 
year,” he said. 

Wood said she hopes to contin¬ 
ue her classroom activities for 
the foreseeable future. 

“I don’t have any plans to 
leave yet,” she said. 

“I still enjoy working with the 
kids. I still find the job a chal¬ 
lenge, even after all of these 
years.” 
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m% ENTERTAINMENT CEN TERS. ELECTRON ICS 

mmmmmmi, lemher! 

• OFFICE SUPPLIES • OFFICE DESKS • OFFICE CHAIRS 
• FILE CABINETS • BOOK CASES • WORK STATIONS 
• COMPUTER CARTS • FIREPLACE SCREENS 


TVs 


DVD/VCR 
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We re Liquidators & We Beat ANYONE'S Prio e! 

LIQUIDATION SUPER CENTER 

30850 Plymouth Road • Livonia • 734-458-2670 

(Next Door to Dalton Direct Carpet - Formerly Clyde's Carpet) Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm; Sunday 12 Noon-6pm 
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We buy Newspapers, Office Paper and Cardboard 

We also buy Metals of all kinds 

We pay $50 per ton for Newspaper, 

Office Paper and Cardboard 

Current Metal Prices 




#1 Copper.............. 

.$1.66 

lb 

#2 Copper....................... 

.....$1.52 

lb 

Aluminum Sheet.. 

....$0.45 

lb 

Clean Extrusion... 

.$0.68 

lb 

Yellow Brass.................... 

.$0.92 

lb 

Light Insul #1.................. 

.....$0.95 

lb 

Aluminum Rims-Dirty. 

.$0.65 

lb 

Aluminum Siding............. 

.....$0.60 

lb 

Radiators......................... 

.....$0.72 

lb 

Painted Extrusion............ 

.....$0.60 

lb 

New Cast Aluminum. 

.....$0.54 

lb 

Old Cast Aluminum. 

.....$0.48 

lb 

300 Stainless................... 

. $0.43 

lb 

Aluminum Copper Rads. 

.$0.75 

lb 


... - .1 
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Our hours are 7 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday and 8 am to Noon on Saturday 
We are located at 30880 Smith Road in Romulus between Merriman and Middlebelt 


Call us for current prices or directions 


( 734 ) 721-0197 


WKSKXWK 

■ tx ■. -iz - **.<&*.x* - 


Bring this ad in for an additional $0.02 per pound. Prices subject to change after 4/11/06 






















































